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Steve Austin’s foul mouth has 
gotten him into trouble at times in 
the WWF, buta lot of fans like Ihe 
fact that he is so outspoken. His 
unpredictability is whal makes him 
sucha hot commodity. We featured 
“Stone-Cold” on the cover of our 
July 1997 issue, and our readers 
had a lot to say about him. 

“Austin’s the best wrestler in 
the WWF today,” wrote Amy Cauler 
of Mission, Texas. “He is tough, 
hard-nosed, and able to back up 
what he says with his fists. The 
WWF just needs to start listening ta 
him instead of spending all of its 
time censoring him.” 

“(really don’t think Austin 
needs to use such language to get 
his point across,” said “PW 
Hotline caller Carl Weaver of 
Secaucus, New Jersey. “If he would 
just tone down his language, he'd 
be so much more popular.” 

“When ‘Stone-Cold’ uses fou! 
language, he's doing it to provea 
point,” wrote Barbie Sargent of 
Denver. “No one took notice of him 
Until he started cursing upa storm 
during his interviews, The same 
now applies to Bret Hart.” 
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DEFENDING HIS 
EXCELLENCY 

It has been disgraceful 
the way Bret Hart has been 
treated by the WWF and its 
fans since his return to 
active competition there. 
This is the man who held 
the WWE together when 
Hulk Hogan and many of 
the federation’s other top 
superstars departed for 
WCW. While defending 
the WWF title, the “Hit- 
man” courageously fought 
and defeated stars like 
Kevin “Diesel” Nash, Ric 
Flair, and Owen Hart. Hart 
brought a sense of dignity 
and worth to an organiza- 
tion that had been bom- 
barded by scandals over 
the years. 

These days, fans seem 
ignorantly content to cheer 
for the WWF's current 
fads, namely Shawn 
Michaels and Sid Vicious. 
While these men may do a 
lot for the WWF’s mer- 
chandising efforts, they 
don’t even come close to matching the 
skills of “The Excellence Of Execution.” 

STAN LENKIEWICZ 
Paramus, NJ 


ROAD TO RECOVERY 

Finally, The Road Warriors are once 
again dominating the WWE as they did the 
AWA and NWA back in the 1980s. They 
look so much better compared to just a few 
months ago when they were in WCW. I 
was sorely disappointed with the lack of 
enthusiasm they showed during that stay in 
WCW. Both Animal and Hawk looked like 
an old tag team still trying to live off their 


Bret Hart has changed a lot over the last few months, but he 
still hates Shawn Michaels. Reader Stan Lenkiewicz will likely 
be rooting for the “Hitman” when next these two meet. 








reputation. But in the WWE, they have 
rekindled their animalistic craving for 
destruction and will tear apart the teams 
they face. They have finally regained that 
killer instinct, and I don’t think it will be 
long before they defeat Owen Hart and 
Davey Boy Smith for the World tag team 
belts. 

The Roadies’ talent was getting wasted 
in WCW and going unnoticed by most 
American fans in Japan. I’m glad to have 
them back home in the WWF. I hope they 
will dominate for many years to come. 

BRIAN TIMOTHY 
Mobile, AL 


“stupid human tricks.” And I a 


was appalled to find out he actu- 
ally tried to goad WCW 
wrestlers into attacking him 


= when he was with the NWO 


The Road Warriors looked very good at WrestleMania, and 
reader Brian Timothy feels Animal and Hawk are ready to 
dominate the WWF tag team scene again. 


NWO JESTER? 

I’m glad Nick Patrick finally woke up 
and realized that he was just being used by 
the New World Order. I always looked at 
him as just a court jester in Eric Bischoff 
and “Hollywood” Hogan’s sick games of 
10 YEARS AGO 

IN PWi 





The cover featured highlights from some of the supercards of 1987: 


WrestleMania Ill, the Jim Crockett Sr. Memorial Cup Tag Team — 


Tournament, UWF Superblast at the Superdome, and the David Von 


Erich Memorial Parade of Champions. PW presented full-color 


coverage of shows from that year’s history-making spring season. 

Elsewhere in the magazine: Eight participants was not enough ina 
match between The Four Horsemen and The Superpowers and Road 
Warriors. Managers J.J. Dillon and Paul Ellering could not be stopped — So 
. Jerry Lawler discussed his feud with Austin Idol anti 
. Mike Von Erich stunned the wrestling world by committing 


from interfering in the mammoth showdown .. 
Tommy Rich in “Press Conference” .. 





™ (“Taking Abuse Is ‘Fine’ With 

| Nick Patrick,” July 1997). For 
) some reason, 
| Patrick did not get his fair share 
| of the money collected from the 
_ fines levied against wrestlers 
| who roughed him up. I bet 


though, I bet 


“Hollywood’s” pockets got lined 


| more than Patrick’s. 


Now maybe Patrick can get 
back to doing what he did so 


_ well for so many years: officiat- 


ing. He used to be one of the 
only referees everyone could 
count on to call a match fairly. 
Now he has tarnished that 
image, but I hope everyone in 
WCW is willing to give him 

another chance. 
BONNIE MARQUETTE 
Sacramento, CA 


SKETCHY CHEERS 

I really enjoy the artistic 
style and humor of your new 
cartoonist, Mister J. He is a 
welcome addition to your 
already outstanding group of 


cartoonists. His unique perspective of the 
wrestling world is definitely worth looking 
at every month. His caricatures are very 
amusing. I especially enjoy when he does 
spoofs of “Hollywood” Hulk Hogan and the 


(Continued on page 54) 
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suicide at age 23, thus becoming the third Von Erich brother to die young. “Now He Is At Peace With 


The Lord” detailed the final days of his life. 
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ILLON DICTATES: A terse 
| )) meme has gone out to all 

NWO members from the 
new chairman of the WCW Exec- 
utive Committee, James J. Dillon. 
lt reads as follows: 

“Although Mr. Eric Bischoff 
has informed you that you cannot 
be fined or suspended for your 
horrible acts of aggression against 
wrestlers under contract to World 
Championship Wrestling, | am now 
making you aware that measures 
are being taken to deal with you on 
a very serious level. 

“WCW is looking into the possi- 
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bility of banning the NWO from 
appearing on WCW television pro- 
grams if the group cannot conduct 
itself in a relatively sportsmanlike 
manner. As you know, without tele- 
vision as a method of promoting 
your organization, your group will 
undoubtedly suffer and perhaps 
even cease to exist. 

“Finally, we will give fair oppor- 
tunity to any NWO wrestler who 
wishes io leave that organization 
and also offer legal counseling to 
help break any ties with them that 
have been made.” 

Eric Bischoff sent Dillon this 


ceo 


eloquent reply: “Bite me! If you 
ban us from TV, you're through. 
People tune in to programs to see 
the NWO. If we leave you, you 
die. It's as simple as that. We're 
NWO for life, Mr. Dillon, and we're 
here to stay, whether you like it or 
not!” 7 

A GRAVE MISTAKE: The Un- 
dertaker might soon be facing 
some of his own legal problems 
as a result of his decision to throw 
a fireball at his former manager, 
Paul Bearer, at In Your House in 
April. The managing mortician 
tells us, “I can forgive and forget 
and will not file any charges 
against him if .he Undertaker 
signs a contract with me and 
allows me to manage him once 
again.” 

Undertaker’s reply? “No matter 
what the consequences, | shall not 
rest in peace until Paul Bearer’s 
career is buried forever.” 

EXTREMELY SATISFIED: Tod 
Gordon, the president of Extreme 
Championship Wrestling, says he 
is “thrilled” with numbers produced 
by ECW’s first pay-per-view, 



























Barely Legal. The event registered 
a .26 buy rate, which translates 
into approximately 44,200 buys. 
ECW took in roughly $350,000 in 
pre-expense revenue, but, more 
importantly, it expects to be able to 
increase its PPV “universe” of 
potential homes from 17 million to 
28 million for its next PPV, sched- 
uled for August 17. 

FONZIE FORECAST: Bill 
“Fonzie” Alfonzo says he’s about 
to realize his greatest dream, now 
that he’s the manager of Rob Van 
Dam and Sabu. 

“Managing Taz, | was stuck 
with a guy who will always be 
mediocre,” Alfonso told me. “Now 
| have two world-class athletes 
who are a shoo-ins to win the tag 
team belts from The Eliminators. 
The glory, the money, everything | 
ever dreamed about, is about to 
happen, now that I’m rid of Taz.” 

Taz, bloodthirsty for revenge, 
tempers himself, saying, “! won't 
waste my time trying to get at 


ents 
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Alfonso. Everyone knows | beat 
Sabu, cleanly, with no excuses 
coming from him at all. He knows | 
am the better man. Realize that 
on the same night | beat him, we 
crowned a new heavyweight 
champion, Terry Funk. That's 
where l’m going to channel my 
energies. Bill Alfonso is a part of 


my past, not my future, and I’m 
better off without him.” 

OWEN BELTS BRET: You 
hardly ever see any major champi- 
onship change hands these days 
without there being at least a little 
controversy Involved. However, 
when Owen Hart defeated Rocky 
Maivia for the WWF Intercon- 
tinental championship on April 28, 
no one could say he didn’t deserve 
to win. 

Owen, who could have gotten 
help from “British Bulldog” 
Davey Boy Smith or the wheel- 
chair-bound Bret Hart (who can 
swing a crutch very effectively) if 
he wanted it, was able to win the 
match on his own. He finished 
Maivia off with a sensational 
move. 

In the end, he worked his way 
behind Maivia, went up for what 
looked like a dropkick, then planted 






his feet into Maivia’s armpits, 
flipped over with Rocky underneath 
him, and got the pin. Moments 
after winning the belt, he ran to 
Bret, who was sitting in his wheel- 
chair on the runway leading up to 
the ring, and put the belt on Bret’s 
shoulder, saying, “| dedicate this 
victory to you!” No matter what you 
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say about the evil things Owen 


Hart does, you have to give him 
credit for this spectacular victory. 

BUILDING A STRONGER 
FOUNDATION: Now that Owen 
has the Intercontinental belt, along 
with half of the WWF World tag 
team title, you would think that The 
New Hart Foundation would be 
satisfied. Not so. Bret says his first 
priority when he gets out of that 
wheelchair will be to win the World 
title so that his family can have 
control of all the WWF's titles. But 
he can't wrestle for the title if he 
can't get out of that wheelchair, 
and Steve Austin is doing everthing 
he can to see that that’s the case. 

On the night Owen won the |-C 
belt, Austin tried to attack him Bret, 
but was stopped by original Hart 
Foundation member Jim “The 
Anvil” Neidhart (Bret and Owen’s 
brother-in-law). Bret was able to 
smash a crutch into Austin’s ribs 
and Austin wound up in the hospi- 
tal. 
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“Jim is here to protect me,” Bret 
says. “Wrestling is not his job at 
this time. He’s here to make sure 
no one lays a hand on me.” 

SHORT SLAMS: Toshiaki 
Kawada won the annual All-Japan 
Carnival tournament this year, 
beating Kenta Kobashi in tourna- 
ment final ... Buh Buh Ray 
Dudley has been sidelined with a 
broken right ankle that he suffered 
when The Eliminators beat him 
and D-Von Dudley for the ECW 
tag team belts at the Barely Legal 
pay-per-view event ... Billy Gunn 
says that “as Rockabilly, | see my 
career headed in a very positive 
direction. Honky Tonk Man is a 
great adviser, and |’m really proud 
he chose me over the thousands of 
others who wanted to be his new 
protege.” 

Mark Mest, his brother Troy, 
Jacques Bonet, and Maxx 
Crimson have left Pennsylvania 
Championship Wrestling and 
formed a clique called The 
Intimidators in the EWA ... Mike 
Samples wants to be a movie star. 
“I'm great looking and very talent- 


il 


ed,” he pointed out. He sent tapes 
of himself wrestling to a few movie 
studios and received replies from 
three different ones, all of which 
said that the tape was great and 
that they were very interested—not 
in him, but in his opponent, Bobby 
Bolton! 

Disco Inferno is feuding with 
Buddy Landell on NWA cards in 
New Jersey ... Veteran Grizzly 
Smith, the father of Jake Roberts, 
recently wrestled on an indepen- 
dent card in Oklahoma against 
One Man Gang. The two fought to 
a double-countout. Grizzly, who 
admits to being in his mid-’60s, 
has been waiting for this match for 
years. “When | was a talent scout 
for the old UWF in Oklahoma,” 
Smith said, “Gang made my life 


miserable. This match was tough” 


on me physically, but it was well 
worth it” ... The article that ran ina 
recent edition of The National 
Enquirer romantically linking Rey 
Misterio Jr. to actress Jennifer 
Aniston is false. The two are good 
friends, but that’s it ... 

Mitsu Arakawa, one of the top 
Japanese wrestlers to compete in 
the U.S. from the late-’50s through 





the ’70s, died of heart failure on 
-April 17, at his home in Concord, 
California. Mitsu was 72 years old. 

DARING DEBRA: Debra Mc- 
Michael, who is always carrying 


that metal briefcase for her hus- 
band, Steve McMichael, or his tag 
team partner, Jeff Jarrett, so one 
of them can use it to bash oppo- 
nents’ heads, got very upset when 
she saw someone else carrying a 
weapon to the ring recently. The 
NWO’s Vincent was walking down 
a hallway on his way to the ring 
with a lead pipe in hand recently 
when Debra stood in his way. 

“| told him to put that thing 
down, that he could seriously hurt 
someone with it,” Debra said. “He 
told me to get out of the way a few 
times, but being the strong-minded 
woman | am, | stood firm. Finally, 
he pushed me out of the way. | 
can’t tell you how upset | am about 
this. My husband says he’d like to 
challenge him to a match.” 

The match, the way Steve Mc- 
Michael wants it, would be Vincent, 
who would be allowed to bring the 
lead pipe to the ring, against 
McMichael, who would have his 
briefcase with him. Sounds like a 
good one to me! 

That's all for now. I'll see you at 
ringside! O 
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BACK ISSUES OF PRO 


Complete your collection of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss 
out on the excellence that has made PW/ the leader in wrestling journalism! 
Each issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster of one of your favorite 
wrestling stars, plus, beginning with the September 1990 issue, PW/is 
packed with color in every issue! Quantities are limited, so order today! 


February 1984: Greg “The Hammer” Valentine: Wrestling's 
Savage Genius, Centeriold: Jim Garvin & Sunshine. Plus: 
Super Destroyer, Harley Race, Abdullah the Butcher, JYD- 
Sawyer, Gary Hart. 

July 1984: Jimmy Valiant’s Message To The Fans: “It's Time 
For You To Boogie Woogie!” Centerfold: Pau! Ellering. Plus: 
Fabulous Ones-Rock 'n’ Rolls, Junkyard Dog, Sheik Al-Kaissie, 
Barry Windham. 

November 1984; Sgt. Slaughter: “I Pledge Allegiance To The 
Fans!" Centerfold: Rick Martel. Pius: Superstar Graham, Road 
Warriors, Kerry Von Erich, Windham & Rotundo-Mosca & Slater. 
December 1984: Do The Fans Expect Too Much From Barry 
Windham? Centerfold: Kerry Von Erich. Plus: Rick Martel, 
Wahoo McDaniel, Tommy Rich, WWF vs. NWA. 

January 1985: Awesome Destruction! The Road Warriors 
Power To Their First World Title. Centerfold: Tito Santana. 
Plus: Billy Jack-Dory Funk Jr., Michael Hayes, Austin Idol. 
February 1985: AWA World Champion Rick Martel: Five 
Steps To Greatness. Centerfold: Magnum T.A. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Blanchard-Rhodes, Bob Backlund, Paul Ellering. 

April 1985: Jimmy Snuka: “| Want Piper!"—Even If It Kilis 
The Tonga Kid. Centerfold: Ronnie Garvin. Plus: Fiair-Rhodes, 
Terry Gordy, Jim Garvin, Road Warriors. 

September 1985: Magnum T.A.: He’s Got Millions Of Fans, 
But He's The Loneliest Man In Wrestling. Centerfold: 
Junkyard Dog. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Von Erich-Adams, Hacksaw 
Duggan. 

October 1985: Instant Stardom: Rick Steamboat Makes It 
Big In The WWF. Centerfold: Chris Adams. Plus: Road War- 
riors, Bruiser Brody, Nikita Koloff. 

June 1987: Magnum T.A.’s Message To The Fans: “Thank 
You For Your Prayers.” Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: Martel & 
Zenk, Hayes & Gordy, Scott Hall, Road Warriors. 

October 1987: Dump The Horsemen, Flair—A True Cham- 
plon Stands On His Own. Centerfold: Ted DiBiase, Plus: 
Hogan-Steamboat, Steve Williams, NWA & WWF. 

November 1987: When The Going Gets Tough ... Will Nikita 
Koloff Turn Bad Again? Centerfold: George Steele. Plus: Road 
Warriors, Hulk Hogan, Jimmy Hart, Barry Windham. 

June 1988: Is The End Near For Hulk Hogan? Centerfoki: 
Tully Blanchard. Plus: Midnight Rockers-Kelly & Kiniski, Al 
Perez, Dusty Rhodes, Magnificent Muraco. 

August 1988: Macho Madness—The Torch Is Passed. 
Centerfold: Al Perez. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Bruno Sammartino, 
Luger & Windham, Eddie Gilbert. 

November 1988: He's Back! But Is Savage's Belt Beyond 
Hulk's Reach? Centerfold: Midnight Express. Pius: Madusa- 
Hyatt, Rock 'n' Rolis, Dusty Rhodes, Warlord & Barbarian-Ax & 
Smash, Kevin Von Ench & Jessica McClure. 





December 1988; The Four Horsemen's Revolving Door— 
Who's The Next To Go? Centerfold: Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: 
Jerry Lawer, Precious, Bam Bam Bigelow, Bruiser Brody, 
Intercontinental tag title. 

June 1989: Hogan vs. Savage—WrestieManla V Preview. 
Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. Plus: Dustin Rhodes, Road 
Warriors, Larry Zbyszko, Rock 'n’ Rolls-Britsh Bulldogs. 

July 1989; Rick Steamboat: “I'm Not A Real Champ Till | 
Beat Luger & Sting. Centerfoki: Roddy Piper. Plus: Paul E. 
Dangerously, John Studd, Dallas Page. 

August 1989: Super Sunday—Hulkamania Reborn! Ultimate 
Warrior Dethroned! NWA Stunner! Centerfold: Lex Luger. 
Plus: Steamboat-Flair, Dusty Rhodes. 
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September 1989 (Special Issue): Senational 10th 
Anniversary Issue. 12 Who Made A Difference, 10 Years Ago, 
Book Of Lists, Superstats, roundtable press conference. 
October 1989: Muscle-For-Muscle, Who's More Awesome— 
Luger Or Hogan? Centerfold: Rick Rude. Plus: Sting, Jimmy 
Snuka, Lawler-Perez, Dallas Page. 

November 1989: Dusty Rhodes—Alone And In Danger. 
Centerfold: Ric Flair. Plus: Luger-Steamboat, Ultimate Warrior, 
Robert Fuller, Rick Steiner. 

December 1989: The Young & Restless: The NWA’s Future 
Is In Their Hands. Centerfold: Jimmy Snuka. Plus: Brulus 
Beefcake, Mil Mascaras, Blanchard & Anderson, British 
Bruisers. 

January 1990: Warrior's Next Victim: Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold: Sid Vicious. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Ross, 
Midnight Express. 

February 1990: Luger's Holiday Gift For Flair: Has The “Total 
Package” Wrapped Up The NWA Title? Centerfold: Bret Hart. 
Plus: Hulk Hogan, Woman, Hennig-Beefcake, Toni Adams. 
March 1990 (Special Issue): 1969—The Year In Wrestling. 
1989 in Review, Achievement ‘89 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1990. 

April 1990: PWI Wrestler Of The Decade: Why Lex Luger 
Couldn't Ruin Ric Flair's Greatest Day. Centerfold: Dusty 
Rhodes. Plus: Rockers, Hogan-Hennig, Jerry Lawler. 

May 1990: Hulk Hogan: Primed And Ready For 
WrestleMania Vi. Centerfold: Great Muta. Plus: Piper-Rude, 
Eric Embry, Rock 'n’ Rolls, Sid Vicious, pain. 


June 1990: Hogan vs. Warrior: Why WrestleMania Vi Won't 
Settie This Feud. Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Nikita Koloff, 
Comette-Rock 'n’ Rolls, Ahodes-Savage, Anderson-Sawyer, 
boxers vs. wrestlers, 

July 1990; The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The “Total Package” 
Becomes The People’s Choice. Centerfold: Rick Martel. Plus: 
Skyscrapers, Bobby Heenan, Mr. Saito, referees. 

September 1990: The Hulkster's Wrath: 7,000 Miles To 
Violent Redemption. Centerfold: The Steiners. Plus: Jeff 
Jarrett, Sting, Destruction Crew, Four Horsemen, Curt Hennig. 
October 1990: Sting's Painful Lesson: You'll Have No 
Friends At The Top. Centerfold: Brutus Beefcake. Plus: 
Orndorff-Blanchard, Tugboat, Teddy Long, Ultimate Warrior, 
Road Warriors. 

November 1990: Sting Wins The NWA World Title! “If This 
Is A Dream, Don't Wake Me.” Centeriold: Road Warriors, Plus: 
Rude-Warrior, Ric Flair, Funk-Hansen, muscle and power. 
December 1990: New Blood—And Bad Blood—in The 
WWF. Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Four Horsemen, Kerry Von 
Ench, Doom, Eddie Gilbert, Sgt. Slaughter. 

February 1991: WrestieMania Vil Contest. Centerfold: 1991 
calendar. Plus: Sid Vicious, DiBiase-Rhodes, Scott Steiner, 
Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 

March 1991 (Special Issue): 1990—The Year In Wrestling. 
1990 In Review, Achievement ‘80 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1991. 

April 1991: Sgt. Slaughter Guilty Of Treason! Centerfold: 
Tom Zenk. Plus: Sting, Magnum T.A., Jesse Ventura, Lawler- 
Gilbert, Hogan & Warrior. 

May 1991: WrestleMania Vil Shocker! Who Is Secretly 
Plotting To Destroy Hulk Hogan Before March 24? 
Centerfold: Arm Anderson. Plus: Rick Rude, Flair-Sting, Lou 
Thesz, Rick Steamboat. 

June 1991: Hulk Hogan: America’s Hero. Centerfold: 
Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Nasty Boys, 
Steiners, Simmons-Reed. 

July 1991; The War Is Over! Hulk Hogan Liberates The 
WWF Belt From Sgt. Slaughter! Centerfold: Brian Pillman. 
Plus: Horsemen, Lex Luger, Eric Embry, Demolition. 

August 1991 (Special Issue): Supercards ‘91. Centerfold: 
Hulk Hogan, Plus: WrestleMania Vii, WCW-New Japan, 
Ultimate Warrior, Owen Hart, Koloff-Luger. 

October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second Coming Of Hulk 
Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus; Hogan-Slaughter, 
Terrence Taylor, Barry Windham, Williams-Bigelow. 
November 1991: Your Wedding Gift For Savage & 
Elizabeth: Help Lift The “Macho Man's” Suspension! 
Centerfold: Bobby Eaton. Plus: Tito Santana, Bushwhackers, 
Jushin Liger, Brian Pillman. 

December 1991: PW/ 500. Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. Plus: 
Ron Simmons, Johnny B. Badd, Flair-Hogan. 

January 1992: Ric Flair: He'll Make Hulk Hogan Look Like 
An Amateur. Centerfold: Ron Simmons. Plus; Rick Steiner, 
Ultimate Warrior, Lex Luger. 

February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? Centerlold: 
1992 calendar. Plus: Sting, Justice-Roberts, hol prospects, 
Eddie Gilbert. 

March 1992 (Special Issue): 1991—The Year In Wrestling. 
1991 In Review, Achievement ‘91 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1992. 

April 1992: Outlook For Sting: Bright And Sunny; Forecast 
For Luger: Reign Ending! Centerfold: Ric Flair. Plus: Eaton & 
Anderson, Madusa, Jannetty-Michaels, WWF madness. 

May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is Super- 
Psyched For WrestleMania Vil! Centerfold: Rick Rude. Plus: 
Sting & Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & Fuller, Lightning Kid, Randy 
Savage, intimidation. 

June 1992; Exclusive PW/ Interview: Roddy Piper Speaks 
Out! Centerfold: Dustin Rhodes. Plus: Dangerously-Sting, 
Abdullah-Cactus, Sid Justice, Randy Savage. 

July 1992: The Best Of The Best—The Masters Of Their 
Craft. Centerfold; Randy Savage. Plus: Liger-Piliman, Jim 
Neidhart, U.S.-Japan, Ric Flair. 





August 1992 (Special Issue): WrestleMania Vill. Cen- 
terfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: Ultimate Warrior, Randy Savage, 
Sling, Terry Taylor, Gilbert-Patniot, gore. 

September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It Isn't That 
Unlikely. Centerfold: Nikita Koloff. Plus: Steiners, Barry 
Windham, Sid Justica, Hodge & Weston, Shawn Michaels. 
October 1992: The Hatred Still Runs Deep: Ultimate 
Warrior vs. Randy Savage—They'll Settle Up At Sum- 
merSlam! Centerfold: Cactus Jack. Plus: Steve Williams, 
Tom Zenk, WWF tille controversy, fire match, Eric Embry. 
November 1992: The British Bulldog: Hounding The 
Hitman. Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior. Plus: Honky Tonk Man, 
Steiners, Undertaker, Madusa, perfect wrestler. 

December 1992: PW! 500. Centerfold: Big Van Vader. Plus: 
Nailz-Bossman, Sid Justice, WCW rulebreakers. 

January 1993: New WWF World Champion Alc Flair: His 
SummerSlam Plan Works To Perfection. Centerfold: Jeff 
Jarrett. Plus: Ron Simmons, Kerry Von Erich, Rude-Roberts- 
Steamboat. 

March 1993 (Special Issue): 1992—The Year In Wrestling, 
1992 In Review, Achievement '92 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1993, 

April 1993: The Steiners: Everything You Always Wanted 
To Know About Wrestling’s Most Awesome Tag Team. 
Centerfold: Barry Windham, Plus: Bob Backlund, Sting-Muta, 
Hawk & Sasaki, Davey Boy Smith. 

May 1993: WrestleMania Without Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: 
The Undertaker. Plus: Ron Simmons, Cactus Jack, Madusa- 
sherri, WCW-New Japan, Ultimate Warrior. 

August 1993 (Special Issue): Supercards '93. Centerfold: 
Shawn Michaels. Plus: WCW in Manhattan, WrestleMania IX, 
Van Hammer, Missy Hyatt, Tony Anthony, Luger & Hughes, 
1993 PW! Poll. 

June 1994 (Special Issue): Sting vs. Hogan: Yes! And We 
Have The Photos! Centerfold: Alundra Blayze. Plus: 1994 
PW! Poll, Undertaker, Nick Bockwinkel, light heavyweights, 
Dustin Rhodes, mega-groups. 

Winter 1994: Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! Centerfold: 
Terry Funk, Plus: Vince McMahon, Sid Vicious, AAA, Ric 
Flair, 

April 1995: WWF Title Turmoil. Centerfold: Sabu. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Jim Cornette, Diesel, Alundra Blayze, Dusty-Dustin, 
Chris Candido. 


June 1995 (Special Issue): The 1995 PW! Poll. Centerfold: 
The Undertaker. Plus: Steinars, Siting, Cactus Jack, Jim 
Comette, Bret Hart, Royal Rumble. 

July 1995: Hulk Hogan: “| Can't Take It Anymore!” 
Centerfold: Bam Bam Bigelow. Plus: Kevin Sullivan, USWA 
blood, Yokozuna, Savage & Sheri, revitalize the WWF. 
April 1996: WCW World Title Turmoil. Centerfold: Tha Kid. 
Plus: Hulk Hogan, Ahmed Johnson, Bob Armstrong, 
Michaels-Bret, Public Enemy. 

May 1996: Un-Natural! The WWF Has Finally Gone Too 
Far! Centerfold: Public Enemy. Plus: Jeff Jarretl, Dreamer- 
Raven, Dan Sever, Ric Flair, Giant. 


June 1996 (Special Issue): The 1996 PW! Poll. Genteriold: 
Jeff Jarrett. Plus: Yokozuna, Sunny, Hulk Hogan, Sting & 
Luger, Bret Hart, WWF-WCW. 

July 1996: Is Shawn Michaels Leaving The WWF? Cen- 


terfold: Lex Luger. Plus: Goldust, Hulk Hogan, Giant, Ric 


Flair. 

August 1996 (Special Issue): WrestleMania X<Il. 
Centerfold: Sunny. Plus: Shawn Michaels, 1-2-3 Kid, Jimmy 
Hart, Sting-Flair, Sandman & Hyatt, Steve Austin. 
September 1996: Kevin Nash—Great Expectations. 
Centeriold: Ultimate Warrior, Plus: Roddy Piper, Janry Lawler, 
Steiners-Road Warriors, Public Enemy. 

October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The Giant Be 
Ruined By His Own Success? Centerfold: Goldust, Plus: 
Big Van Vader, Ric Flair, Bulldog, Lex Luger. 

November 1996: Giant-Michaels: The War To End All 
Wars. Centerfold: Dreamer, Beulah, Kimona. Plus: Sunny, 
Bret Hart, World Peace Festival, Yoshi Kwan. 

December 1996: The Truth Hurts: Hulk Hogan Is Right! 
Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus: Undertaker-Bearer-Mankind, 
Sting, Ahmed Johnson, Col, Parker, 

Winter 1996 (Special Issue): PW/ 500. Centarfold: Shawn 
Michaels. 

January 1997: The NWO’s Confidential Dream Roster. 
Centerfold: Rey Misterio Jr. Plus: Mare Mero, Lord Steven 
Regal, Shawn Michaels, PG-13. 

February 1997: Mr. Perfect: “Shawn Michaels Stole My 
Life.” Genterfold: “Psycho” Sid. Plus: Kroffat & Fumas, Vince 
McMahon, Randy Savage, New Razor & New Diesel. 

March 1997 (Special Issue): 1996—The Year In Wrestling. 
1996 In Review, Achievement "86 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1997. 

April 1997: How Winning The Title Saved Psycho Sid's 
Sanity. Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: Rocky Maivia, Jefi 
Jarratt, Unofficial/Officials, Chris Jericho. 

May 1997: March Madness. Centerfold: Benoit & Woman. 
Plus: Akira Hokuto, Roddy Piper, Goldust, Giant. 

June 1997 (Special Issue): The 1997 PW! Poll. Centerfold: 
Ahmed Johnson. Plus: Bearer & Vader, Savio Vega, Piper- 
Hogan, Barely Legal!, Malenko-Dragon. 

July 1997: Steve Austin: Stone-Cold And Uncensored. 
Centerfold: Dallas Page. Plus: Rocky Maivia, Road Warriors, 
Nick Patrick, Eliminators. 
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PROM THE DESK OP... 





Stuart M. Saks 


intentions of resuming his pro 
wrestling career. From what | 
can gather, there is a better 
chance of him asking his old 
coach, Bill Parcells, for a tryout 
with the Jets than of him sitting 
down with Vince McMahon to dis- 
cuss a match with The Undertaker. 
But one day, LT is going to be 
flipping through the 
TV stations and is 
going to stop short at 
wrestling. There'll be 
a match between a 
| pro wrestler and a 
pro football player, 
and, naturally, he'll 
watch. The foot- 
| Dall player will 
| look every bit J 
like a wrestler: 
| 65”, 310 pounds, | 
| fierce scowl. But j 
then the open- 
ing bell will ring. § 
In less than | 
three minutes } 
time, the football 
player will be 
bleeding pro- 
'fusely, his ex- 
hausted arms If 
hanging limp at | 
his side. He'll try 
to raise them 
high enough to 
signal the refer- 
ee for a timeout, 
but the third 
man in the ring 
will ignore his 
request. 


| AWRENCE TAYLOR HAS no 






this,” LT will say, 
stopping the bloodlet- 
ting with a flip of the 
remote. LT might not 
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realize this, but the truth of the 
matter is he’s indirectly responsible 
for what could be the end of not 
only the man’s wrestling career, 
but his football career as well. 

lt was LT’s stunning upset victo- 
ry over Bam Bam Bigelow at 
WrestleMania X/ that sent out the 
message that pro wrestling is a 
sport for any athlete with a mar- 
ketable name and 16-inch biceps. 
Reality can be painful. 

“It looks like a lot of fun,” former 
AFL All-Pro and WWF Hall of 
Famer Ernie Ladd told me. “You 
get to talk a lot and strut in front of 
millions of people. And you only 
have to worry about one guy, not 


“Enough of i 


11. But it ain't easy. Not even a lit- 
tle bit. This sport can mess you up 
pretty bad.” 

Didn't mess Lawrence Taylor 
up, Ernie, did it? 

“That's a big fat fluke,” respond- 
ed Ladd. “Bigelow’s a good man, 
but he just froze up or something. 
Taylor was well-trained, that was 
obvious, and he’s been under the 
hot lights many times, so he was 
used to dealing with the pressure. 
But if you put him in there against 
Bigelow 100 times, he wins once.” 

Of course, we’ll never find out 
about that. Taylor retired from 
wrestling one match into his 
career. “Guess that tells ya some- 





Former NFL great Lawrence Taylor pulled off one of the greatest upsets in wrestling history 
when he beat Bam Bam Bigelow at WrestleMania XI. But he also might have given other 
non-wrestiers the impression it’s easy to become a good wrestler. 


thing,” Ladd said 
with a smile. 

lt tells me 
Lawrence Taylor is probably 
smarter than Kevin Greene and 
Reggie White and Dennis Rodman, 
too. 

“Rodman,” cackled Ladd, “that’s 
a real joke. The guy doesn’t even 
play a contact sport. Sure, he’s a 
great rebounder, but that’s be- 
cause he plays dirty. He throws an 
elbow at another basketball player 
or grabs his shorts, and the other 
guy don’t know what to do. He 
does that to a wrestler and he gets 
it right back, only twice as hard!” 

Ladd’s annoyed at the recent 
trend of athletes from other sports 


that 





Kevin Greene of the Carolina Panthers obviously loves 
wrestling, but just how good will he be if he can only do it 


during the NFL's off-season? 





jumping on the wrestling band- 
wagon. And so am | and a lot of 
other people in this business. The 
day Bigelow was beaten by Taylor 
was one of the darkest days in the 
history of the sport. Surely, if the 
situation were reversed and 
Bigelow were placed on some NFL 
team’s defensive line, he’d be 
pushed all over the place. He cer- 
tainly wouldn't get three sacks and 
10 tackles, the football equivalent 
of what Taylor accomplished. 

Had that match turned out as it 
would have (by Ladd’s estimation) 
99 times out of 100, and Taylor 
was beaten, we would not dis- 
cussing this right now. Please don't 
misconstrue my message. | don’t 
blame LT for beat- 
ing Bigelow. | ad- 
/ mire his courage 
/ and preparation. 
| Bigelow, after all, 
' outweighed Taylor 
_ by more than a hun- 
' dred pounds and 
' was good enough 
| to have been rank- 
| ed number 24 in 
P. the previous “PW/ 
©) 500.” | didn’t have 
™ anything against 

We SCT aylor personally, 
but! did believe he 
w: | had to pay the price 
_ for showing disre- 
» spect to the entire 
» sport of wrestling. 
| Given the result, | 
» realize this sounds 
7 like backward logic, 
my but Taylor had no 
‘fp § business being in 
' the ring at Wrestle- 
Mania Xl. 

| have the ut- 
most respect for 
pro wrestlers who 


== = ee 


oes 


have successfully made the transi- 
tion from other sports: Ernie Ladd, 
Wahoo McDaniel, Bronko Nagur- 
ski, Brian Pillman, Lex Luger—all 
football stars who became 
wrestling greats. My complaint is 
not with Steve McMichael, who is 
deadly serious about his wrestling 
career. It’s men like Taylor and 
Greene and White and particularly 
Rodman who raise my blood tem- 
perature to the 212-degree mark. If 
these men want to wrestle each 
other, and there are enough people 
willing to pay to see it, fine. But 
don't make a mockery of my sport 
by challenging a pro wrestler. | 
have no sympathy for what might 
happen to you. 

More so, | have no sympathy for 
any wrestler who loses to another 
non-wrestler. We were righifully 
tough on Bigelow, but two years 
later, we’ve more or less 
excused his choke job 
against Taylor. There'll 
be no excuse for a 
repeat performance by 
another pro wrestler. 
And believe me, this 
magazine won't take 
kindly to the insults a 
wrestler in that posi- 
tion would bring upon 
this sport. 

| am not a blood- 
thirsty man by nature. 
ld rather watch a wres- | 
tler out-wit than out-hit 
his opponent. But if and 
when a football player or — 
basketball player or hock- 
ey player or jockey strips %& 
down to tights and boots and 
goes head-to head with a wrestler, 
| want Lawrence Taylor to see a 
gory result and turn his TV off in 
disgust. 

And feel responsible. a 








ASEPTEMBER/1997 4 13 

















a A WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY CLOSED? 


b kind of wrestling world do we live in nowa- 
$71 “ist, WWF fans decide foulmouthed Steve 
More to. their liking than honorable Bret Hart. 
v poor are telling me they think Rey 
fp gotian boring. 


ad that right. Heck, maybe you believe 

| Id z ¥° , 140-pound man with more moves 
| : @ ever seen be considered boring? 

i Was time to watch some of Rey Jr.’s 


By Dave Lenker 


rese¢ ch was that Misterio was hardly bor- 
aybe 3 just/a little predictable. Unfortunately, 
for some people, predictable and 
boring are one and the same. 

/ | find it hard to criticize Rey 
“Misterio Jr. for not constantly invent- 
_ ing‘new moves, because doing so is 
not easy. But the problem is, even if 
all the moves you do use are spec- 
tacular, when you start using them 
over and over again, you're setting 
yourself up for some losses. Op- 
ponents start anticipating your 
moves and preparing counters for 
them. Then you have to adjust to 
what they’re doing and so on and so 
on and so on. 

Now | fear that Misterio will never 
be able to do what | had always 
hoped he could do: beat one (or 
several) of wrestling’s top big men. 

On the first night | saw Misterio at 
the ECW Arena, | told people he 
was good enough to beat wrestlers 
a foot or more taller and perhaps 
150 pounds heavier than him. He 
was that quick and that talented that 
he could pull off such an upset if he 
was just given the chance. A few 
weeks after he made his WCW 
debut, | asked some of the promo- 
tion’s top stars (all big men) what 
they thought of Misterio and whether 
they’d welcome a match with him. 
Not one told me he’d love to wrestle 
Misterio; instead, most said they’d 
think about it somewhere down the 
line. 

Translation: The guy is too much 
of an unknown, and | don’t want to 
take the chance of being embar- 


Rey Misterio Jr. has done very well in matches against Juventud Guerrera and other d by hi 
smaller Mexican wrestlers in WCW, but at this stage of his career, would he stand any rassed Dy Mm. 
chance against the bigger wrestlers in WCW? Wouldn’t it have been great to 
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see Misterio vs. Kevin Nash ... or Scott Hall 
... of Lex Luger ... or Sting ... or Hulk Hogan 

. or The Giant? (Well, maybe not The 
Giant.) If he wrestled close to a perfect 
match and caught a few breaks, he would 
have stood a chance against all of them. |’m 
not sure it'd be a good idea to make those 
matches now. Misterio doesn’t scare anyone 
the way he might have a year ago because 
other wrestlers now have a much better idea 
of what they’ll be getting from him. 

And in a very strange way, that’s his own 
fault. Because so many people talked so 
glowingly about Misterio when he first rose 
to prominence in the States, WCW felt com- 
pelled to sign other wrestlers with similar 
styles. Also, some wrestlers started trying to 
copy Misterio. So now what he does in the 
ring isn’t so unusual. It’s almost passe. And 
maybe that’s why a few fans don’t get so 
excited watching him as they used to. 

Rey Misterio Jr. is just too good for his 
own good. 


DILLON: RIGHT MAN FOR 





THE JOB? 


Wanted: a bold, intelligent man to run 
North America’s most powerful wrestling 
Organization in an unbiased manner. Must 
have extensive previous experience in the 
wrestling business, preferably at the execu- 
tive level. Hands-on experience as a wrestler 
or manager a definite plus. 

WCW did not take out a classified ad 
when it realized that letting Eric Bischoff run 
both WCW and the NWO was not a good idea and 
that it needed someone to serve as chairman of the 
Executive Committee, but it might as well have run the 
mock ad you see above in newspapers across the 
country, because J.J. Dillon meets those qualifica- 
tions. 

He is bold and intelligent. He has worked in the 
wrestling business for most of his life. He has both 
wrestled and managed. And he used to hold an exec- 
utive position with the WWF. 

J.J. Dillon is the new chairman of the WCW execu- 
tive committee. That's right, the same J.J. Dillon who 
used to wrestle as a rulebreaker. The same J.J. Dillon 
who founded The Four Horsemen, a group of rule- 
breakers. The same J.J. Dillon who, if | remember cor- 
rectly, had to be suspended above the ring in a cage 
several times during the 1980s so NWA officials could 
be sure he wouldn’t interfere in Four Horsemen 
matches. And yes, the same J.J. Dillon who reportedly 
had some preliminary discussions with today’s 





J.J. Dillon is confident he can help make WCW a better organization now 
that he has been named chairman of the WCW Executive Committee. Don’t 
forget, though, that he has a rather checkered past. 


Horsemen about becoming their adviser just a few 
months ago. 

How do | know he doesn’t still have a friendly rela- 
tionship with Ric Flair ... and thus a friendly relation- 
ship with the Horsemen? If he does, he’ll likely be 
biased toward them. Maybe Dillon will turn out to be 
the best thing that ever happened to the WCW 
Executive Committee, but he also could turn out to be 
just as much of a problem as Bischoff. 

For now, it says here that WCW would have been 
better off bringing in someone with a cleaner slate. 

| was a little worried when the WWF hired Gorilla 
Monsoon to be the organization’s president, and | 
haven't been that impressed by most of his important 
decisions. (Still haven’t figured out how Mankind got to 
be the number-one contender to the WWF title after 
WrestleMania XIll.) 

Maybe it’s time all these federations realized that it 
doesn't always take an ex-athlete or ex-manager to 
run a promotion properly. L] 
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(Editor’s note: The opinions 
expressed in this column are those 
of the letter writers and Brandi 
Mankiewicz herself. They do not 
necessarily reflect the editorial 
views of this magazine.) 


larly surly mood this month, 

so you'll pardon me if my 
responses to this month's letters 
are particularly acerbic (I'li give 
you a minute to look that word 
up). The source of my angst is 
this e-mail address. 

Instead of being greeted by 
questions on the sport that I rule, 
I encounter chain letters, pictures 
of yourselves, and requests for 
cyber encounters. Let’s go 
through the guidelines. Letters 
must be relevant to wrestling and 
must contain your full name, city, 
and state. Anything not contain- 
ing that will be responded to by 
the delete button on my computer. 

Okay, enough of that. Allow 
me to update you on the latest. 
Bret continues to whine, Shawn 
continues to pander, ECW 
wrestlers continue to bleed (and 
grow in popularity, which is 
frightening), and Hogan contin- 
ues to ... well ... I guess he 
doesn't do all that much of rele- 
vance, anyway. 

Remember, I may be crabby, 
but I am still your champion. 


fins MYSELF in a particu- 
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lf you wish to 
| contribute to 
Brandis mailbag, 
send your letters to: 


| TOP ROPE 
Box 1148 
Ft, Washington, PA 19034 


Or send e-mail to: 
TopRopePWIi@aol.com 





Sorry, Bret Hart, but you’re a long way from number 
one on my list of the best rulebreakers in the sport. If 
you want to really be bad, at least have the guts to turn 


your back on fans everywhere. 


Dear Brandi: 

I am so glad that Bret Hart finally 
realized that the American fans are 
ignorant fools. Only Americans would 
idolize a crude, pelvis-wiggling pretty 
boy like Shawn Michaels. I hope Bret 
puts Michaels away for good and dom- 
inates the WWE like everybody knows 
he can. American morons don’t appre- 
ciate him, because they are low-class, 
trailer-trash scum. I hope Bret wins the 
World title and renames it the Ca- 





nadian World title. That would show 
you fat cat Americans. 
DONALD COOK 
London, Ontario 
Dear Donald: 

Far be it from me to disagree 
with a fellow Michaels detractor, 
but your rambling, backbacon- 
stenched letter is making me queasy. 
If Bret Hart is your hero after his 
half-hearted turn, then you need to 
look for another role model, al- 
though in the Great White North, 
they are few and far between. The 
choices are Bob or Doug. Dudley 
Do-Wrong-When-I-Feel-Wronged is 
a modern-day rulebreak- 
ing fraud. White hat here, 
black hat overseas. He 
wants his cake (or what- 
ever you Canucks con- 
sume for dessert, aside 
from Moosehead beer) 
and would like to cry on 
it, too. The Canadian 
World title? I can see it 
now. On the front would 
be the WWF insignia. On 
the back would be a 
beaver. Similar to your 
monetary system. Speak- 
ing of that, isn’t the 
exchange rate on a 
Canadian brain about 50 
percent of a “fat cat” 
American brain? Take 

off, eh. 


Dear Brandi: 

What did you think of 
Prince Iaukea winning the 
WCW TV title from that 
court jester Lord Steven 
Regal? What is your royal 
opinion on the court 
jester’s royal loss? 

KATHY YORK 
kathleen @ onslowonline.net 
Dear Kathy: 

My opinion? How about fluke? 
How about luck? WCW should have 
held a Hogan-like parade the day 
Ultimo Dragon beat Prince Iaukea 
for the WCW TYV belt. Ding dong, 
King Kamayamaya is dead. His 
string of victories was hardly 
impressive. WCW promoters liked 


away now. 


the novelty of an underdog champ, 
so they lined up the tomato cans for 
him all neatly in a row. I only wish 
he would have fallen off of that 
championship surfboard sooner so 
he’d be easier to forget. Hey, Prince 
Imajoka: How about a nice Ha- 
waiian punch? 


Dear Sex Goddess of the Squared Circle: 
Can you tell me what’s happened to 
Vader? In WCW, he was unstoppable 
and could not be pinned. 
However, in the WWF, 
he is neither of these. 
Could it have anything 
to do with Harley Race 
not being in his corner, 
or the WWE suits trying 
‘© tone down his violent 
style? 

STEPHEN EVANS 
Wrexham, Wales 

Dear Stephen: 

What I find most 
imazing about your 
etter is your reference 
o Harley Race. And I 
‘hhought you plebes 
1ad shorter attention 
‘pans. Vader’s slump 
s directly related to 





Price laukea’s WCW TV title reign was mercifully 
stopped by Ultimo Dragon. Maybe laukea will go 


the people surrounding him, 
namely Paul Bearer. Why he 
exchanged Jim Cornette for 
that pale paunch is beyond 
me. Bearer is hardly a man- 
ager of champions. Vader 
needs to break away from the 
WWE's version of the 
Addams Family and 
resume his destruction and 
domination. Vader time 
may be up. 


| Dear Queen Brandi: 
| I was wondering why the 
greatest WWF champion of 
_ all-time, Bruno Sammartino, 
hasn’t been inducted into the 
WWE Hall of Fame or 
| hasn’t received a lifetime 
achievement award? I think 
he has been wrongly over- 
looked. 
LUKE CONNOLLY 
LmC21024@aol.com 
Dear Luke: 

The WWE that Bruno ruled 
does not resemble the WWF of 
today. The modern-day federa- 
tion has a history of ignoring its | 
history, although dusting off 
Rocky Johnson and Tony Atlas is 
a move toward acknowledging its 
heritage. But that heritage also 
includes Bruno Sammartino. No 
one ruled the roost like the 
“Living Legend.” Although I may 





Big Van Vader will need to do a lot more than push 
around a talk show host in Kuwait to regain his place as 
the most feared man in wrestling. One thing he must do 
is dump Paul Bearer. 


have abhorred his in-ring tactics, I 
will not deny his track record. I 
truly think that Vinnie Mac will let 
bygones be bygones and invite 
Bruno into the Hall of Fame fold 
someday soon. Whether Bruno ac- 
cepts is another matter. 





Even though he was a self-righteousness do- 
gooder for most of his career, Bruno 
Sammartino deserves to be inducted into the 
WWF Hall of Fame. Isn't it time he and Vince 
McMahon made up already? 


Dear Queen Brandi: 

You have stated yourself that rule- 
breaking has become chic. Why don’t 
you start the EWO, the Editors’ World 
Order? Get other writers at PW/ to turn 
on the magazine. Then, when you get 
strong, take over PW/ and all its other 
magazines. First try Apter and then 
Saks. Finally, you will get the justice 
that you deserve. 

JAMES OLDS 
Rutland, MA 
Dear James: 

I publish your letter as yet anoth- 
er example of the fertile imagination 
of my adoring followers. Can I sug- 
gest a hobby? Perhaps an outdoor 
activity to fill the time that you 
apparently have in abundance. 
Thanks for the suggestion. Now back 
to your Star Trek reruns. C] 
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GO FOR IT 


THE FUTURE OF WRESTLING 
IS HERE! 


ones 





VENDETTA 


LOOKING FOR A GREAT WRESTLING GAME? 
HERE’S THE ORIGINAL AND STILL THE BEST! 


Champions of the Galaxy has been wrestling’s hottest = ——— 
card game for eleven years! It's only the most realistic game T Rat = EV ; T 
federation of all time! And we've added new game editions NAT rey re RM 
that have taken the game to an even higher level! 


You play with wrestler playing cards, action charts and VENDETTA 


dice! You're the head promoter and there are over 200 awe- 


some wrestlers of the future at your fingertips! Each wres- VS. 
tler playing card features a fantastic drawing on one side ENIG MA 
and offensive moves and game stats on the other side! 

Everything that happens in the WWF or WCW also Vendetta is a huge man and 
happens in Champions of the Galaxy wrestling game! | a power wrestler while 
There's managers, valets, deadly special matches, talk Enigma is an exciting high- 
show hosts . . . you name it! And you control all the action! | flying aerial star! Who will 
You can even create your own wrestlers! win this classic feud? You'll 

If you haven't ordered yet do it NOW because we're find out when you schedule 
hotter than ever! Accept no substitutes! Vendetta against Enigma 


in your fed! 


VISIT WRESTLING’S GREATEST GAME AT: 





www.iop.com/gwf 


= r ; « . . oo q 

Please mark the box for the order you wish to receive. rue > gee Fe eens to pass me by! 
g LJ CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY — FIRST EDITION 
4 Features Star Warrior and Thantos. Includes everything you'll need to Name 
rl play the game, such as dice, action charts, instruction booklet, and 24 Address 

wrestler playing cards. Games should be bought in order, beginning ae ; 

: witht this edition. «5. 202005 pts eta ee ek os vn, 5 Culy State fap) 
g (J FIVE GAME EDITIONS — First edition plus the next four editions! Mail this coupon with a Allow up to 4 weeks 
i Over 60 wrestler playing cards plus five game books! | check or money order to: for delivery. 
i Includes Bishop Hell! .................,. Special Price — $45 Write to Filsinger 
i ) TEN GAME EDITIONS — First edition plus nine more editions! Over  Filsinger Games Games for a free 
i 120 wrestler playing cards plus ten game books! P.O. Box 3493 flier containing 
i Includes Chaos! A Mes ae ee A codec cA h : Special Price - 578 Jamestown, NY 14702-3493 more information. 
in ALL NINETEEN GAME EDITIONS — Over 200 wrestler playing TE RLLLALELLLLLLLLLLLLLdiddd ddl 
4 cards plus nineteen game books! Includes Vendetta and Enigma! Plus ORDERS FROM OUTSIDE THE U.S. ARE WELCOME! 
| a free special matches booklet ........... Special Price — $124 All foreign orders must be paid for in U.S. currency. Overseas orders, add an 
- = additional 15% for postage and handling. New York orders add 7% sales tax. 
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Dave Rosenbaum 


'VEN IF RODDY “PIPER 
lives to be 100 years old, 
aa he will never forget the 
night. Doesn't remember the 
exact date, but knows it was in 
the early-1980s. A hot, 
lUincicommallelalaniamelain 
Carolina, so stifling 
that even the building 
=li@uere)aleliie)alialemeliolame 
take all of the mois- 
ture out of the air. 
The arena lights 
made it even hotter 
inside, and Piper 
could already feel 
the sweat dripping 
down his’ back 
when he stepped 
Talcomtalemalalen 
All these years 
later, he can still 





All Ric Flair and Roddy Piper 

do when they see each other 

these days is laugh and talk 
about the good times they’ve 
had (above). But we remem- 
ber that as recently as five 
years ago, they hated each 
other (right). They’re bound to 
feud again. 
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on the brink of exhaustion after 
only 15 minutes. The crowd was 
amazed by their stamina, or was 
it their stubbornness? With Flair 
and Piper, you could never tell. 
Finally, when it became clear 

that a pin would never happen, 
Flair and Piper took their battle 
outside the ring and took turns 
ramming each other into the turn- 
buckle, the metal steps leading to 
the ring, and the safety barrier. 

They didn’t stop fighting even 

after the referee declared a dou- 

ble-disqualification, or even five 

minutes later when a federation 

official stuck his nose in the mid- 
dle and declared, “Boys, it’s time 
to go home.” 

Although Piper remembers 
laughing at that line, nothing else 
struck him as funny that night. 
Least of all Flair. When it was all 
over, Piper said to himself, / 
respect this man, but | could 
never like him. 





feel the warmth of the sweat, the 
heat of the lights, and the buzz of 
the crowd. He remembers looking 
down at a little old lady sitting in 
the third row and being momen- 
tarily stunned that she was smok- 
ing a cigar. A little boy tugged on 
his father’s pants to pull him back 


to his seat. The main event was 
about to begin, and it was going 
to be another war. 

What was so special about this 
night? Even now, Piper isn’t so 
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sure. Maybe it was that his oppo- 
nent was Ric Flair. Maybe it was 
because they battled for nearly 
30 minutes under oppressive 
conditions. Flair and Piper never 
gave up, even though both were 


Some 15 years later, with both 
men glad-handing each other in 
the ring and aligning in a war 
against Hulk Hogan and the New 
World Order, it is enlightening to 
recall that Piper and Flair weren't 











didn’t need 
Nuch to rekindle their 


\nd, most important Of all, 

hey loved the good fight. 
Even now, 

Nat Evasive, 


abo is relationship 
th Flair. 


“We have a common 
emy,” Piper Said. “He re- 
=Cts me, | respect him. It’s 
‘aYS been that Way. Do we 
~€ach other? This ai 
IQ €ach other 


Out turf 
Pride. We just Nappen to 


me agenda, and 
> havin’ some real fun now.” 
alr is more effusive when 
USSINg Piper. He js more 
'9 tO forget the Past and 


Know. I’ve f 


Chalk up their fe 


tive Instinct. Asked ab 
Flair Said, “He's a Dum." 


fighter, a tough man. 


they’d rather fight than each 
(Continued On page 56) 
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Terry Funk had to beat both The Sandman and Stevie Richards in a grueling three-way match just to 
earn a title shot at ECW Barely Legal. It was a remarkable night for the 53-year-old warrior. 





F IS A true legend of the sport, a classic brawler who has spilled more pints of 
blood and broken more bones—his and his opponents’—than perhaps any 
other wrestler in history. But has Terry Funk reached the end of his career? 

That’s the question everybody was asking after ECW Barely Legal, where Funk 
defeated Raven for the heavyweight title. For weeks, there had been rumors that 
Funk would announce his retirement after the card. But when Funk won the belt, 
there was no announcement. 

Funk, 53, made his pro debut in December 1965 and soon after formed an out- 
standing tag team with his brother, Dory Funk Jr. Their war with Jack and Jerry Brisco 
was among the most heated of all-time. Terry was also a fine singles wrestler, and 
when he defeated Jack Brisco for the NWA World title in 1975, Terry and Dory 
became the first and only brothers to win that belt. 

Terry has cut back on his schedule over the past few years and now wrestles in 
ECW, other independents, and Japan. Perhaps his career is winding down. Tommy 
Dreamer thought so. Dreamer, Sandman, and Stevie Richards were scheduled to bat- 
tle in a three-way match at Barely Legal to decide who would wrestle ECW champ 
Raven, but Dreamer graciously stepped aside and gave his spot to Funk. 

Funk took advantage of that opportunity. With his wife, Vicki, watching, he won 
the three-man match, then, immediately after, battled Raven for the belt. When 
Reggie Bennett interfered and piledrived Funk, Dreamer came to Funk’s rescue. He 
DDT‘d Raven, then Funk scored the pin. 

Can Funk quit while he’s on top? That’s the main question Senior Editor Bill Apter, 
Managing Editor Brandi Mankiewicz, and Senior Writer Dave Rosenbaum wanted 
him to answer when we convened this “Press Conference.” By the way, in the inter- 
view, Funk referred to the ECW belt as a world title. PWI does not recognize the 
ECW belt as a world title. 
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BILL APTER: Terry, on behalf of 
everyone at PRO WRESTLING IL- 
LUSTRATED, I'd like to say congratula- 
tions on winning your second ECW 
heavyweight title at Barely Legal 
and continuing a tradition of excel- 
lence that has been equaled by few 
wrestlers in the sport's history. 
You've been going strong now since 
1965, and that’s an amazing record 
in anyone’s book. 

TERRY FUNK: Thank you, Bill, 
for your kind words. | know I’ve 
always had a supporter in the peo- 
ple at PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. 


6 @ Call me stupid, 
but wrestling’s just 
in my blood. It 

always will be. 

To tell you the 
truth, | don’t hear 
none of those ECW 
fans screaming for 

my retirement. % % 


But now I’d like to say one impor- 
tant thing: That last victory of mine 
wouldn’t have been possible with- 
out the unselfishness of a young 
man by the name of Tommy 
Dreamer. He knew that my dream 
was to win one more world title 
and go out in style. 

DAVE ROSENBAUM: Well, 
what's the story with that, Terry? 
Are you going out? Have we seen 
the last of Terry Funk? Those are the 
rumors, you know. 

FUNK: Well, you can talk about 
the rumors all you want, but that’s 
all they are for now. I’m not saying 
I’m going to retire soon, I’m not 
saying I’m not going to retire. The 
truth is that my family and | sat 
down a few weeks before Barely 
Legal and decided that, win or lose, 
that was gonna be the last night | 
wrestled. But the thrill of winning 






that belt just overwhelmed me, so 
I’m gonna keep goin’ for a while. 
Right now, the retirement thing is 
just a personal decision between 
me and my family. 

BRANDI MANKIEWICZ: But 
your wife has already expressed her 
views on the matter. From what | 
understand, Vicki wants you to 
retire. 

FUNK: Well, that’s all well and 
good, and she has a big say in the 
matter. But, you know, women for 
the most part want their husbands 
at home, then their husbands come 
home for a while and they can’t 
wait to get them out of the house. 
Wrestling’s been a part of my life 
forever, and it’s gonna continue to 
be a big part of my life, whether or 
not | wrestle. I’ll probably always 
stay involved in some way. Vicki 
knew what she was getting into 
when she became Mrs. Terry Funk. 
She married into a wrestling family, 
and she knows the business as well 
as anyone. | hear what she’s saying, 
but when you get right down to it, 
it’s my career, and | have to be 
happy with my decision, whatev- 
er that might be. 

APTER: Terry, I've known you 
for a long time, and you never 
struck me as the type of man_ 
who could ride off into the ff 
sunset on a rocking chair @ * 
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FUNK: That’s for 
damn sure, Bill. The , 
sedentary life ain’t 
for me. 

APTER: Ex- 
actly. So here’s 
what I’m think- 
ing: You're al- 
ready well be- 
yond the really 
active portion of 
your wrestling career. 
You've cut back consid- 
erably on your ring 
activities. Haven’t you 
already reached the 
proper balance bet- 
ween remaining active 
and retiring? 

(Continued on page 60) 
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Ahmed: focused 






































If you miss the days 
when Bob Backlund 
and Bruno 
Sammartino ruled 
wrestling for years at 
a time, today’s WWF 
probably isn’t for you. 
But if you love parity 
and you’re a WWF 
fan, you must feel 
like you’re in 


Farroog: h li 
oq: hungry wrestling heaven! 


Vader: healthy 
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By Bryan Ethier 


OMEWHERE BETWEEN 
Se Hart's endless lamenta- 

tions over Shawn Michaels’ 
lack of leadership abilities and 
Michaels’ retorts about Hart’s lack 
of honesty, a world war broke out 
over the WWF's senior title. 

Through the first quarter of 1997 
alone, the WWE had four title 
changes, with both “Psycho” Sid, 
Michaels, Hart, and The Under- 
taker all getting their chance to 
wear the gold. But it has been as if 
each man has merely borrowed 
the WWF title the way a student 
withdraws a library book. 

The quarrels between Steve 
Austin and Bret and Bret and 
Shawn have allowed other wrestlers 
to emerge from the shadows, to 
make a run for the WWF crown. 
Ahmed Johnson, Mankind, Big Van 
Vader, Rocky Maivia, and Faarooq 
have all earned the chance to make 
their mark in a federation that 
changes identities as quickly as it 
succeeds champions. 

Is this a sign that the WWF 
lacks a true superstar? Is the fed- 
eration drowning in a cesspool of 
mediocrity? It depends on whether 
you enjoy stability or instability 
among your favorite grapplers. 

The last few months in the 
WWF have resembled an eight- 
man battle royal in which anyone 
can come out the victor. The 
upside of this wrestling parity is 
that, for once, no legitimate wres- 
tler can count himself out of a title 
shot. That incentive made for some 
great matches leading up to 
WrestleMania. 

“| think the WWF is more excit- 
ing than it has been in years,” Jerry 
Harris, 19, remarked moments 








A few months ago, hardly anyone considered Mankind a 
serious threat to the WWF title. Now he’s getting title 
matches, and he has beaten The Undertaker before, so... 


after the conclusion of Wrestle- 
Mania XIll. “lm a big Undertaker 
fan, so I'm happy to see him with 
the belt. A year ago or two ago, 
Undertaker probably never would 
have had a shot at the title. | think 
weve seen a change in him 
because he is inspired to wrestle 
up to his potential. He has reason 
to win because all the wrestlers 
know that on any given night, any- 
one can win the belt.” 

One need only trace the recent 
fortunes of “Psycho” Sid to confirm 
that. This season, Sid has beaten 
both Michaels and Hart and has 
been among the most consistent 
wrestlers in the game. Just think: A 
year ago, Sid retired because of a 
neck injury. 

“| knew if | wanted to come back, 
| could do it,” Sid hissed. “I! played 
the game with the doctors and beat 
their rap. Then | showed Shawn 
Michaels and Bret Hart that | am the 
most dangerous predator alive.” 

Fan favorites and rulebreakers, 
beware, because Sid is still on 
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patrol, and he’s been 
particularly angry 
since Undertaker un- 
buckled the belt from 
his waist. 

“No one should 
ever underestimate 
The Undertaker,” 
"Taker himself advis- 
ed. “Where there is 
darkness, | reign. 
Where there is turmoil, 
| triumph. | triumphed 
over Paul Bearer, over 
Mankind, Sid, even 
g over the ‘Hitman.’ The 
future belongs to me 
| and my creatures of 
the night.” 

Do you sense opti- 
mism surging through 
the ranks? Or is it 
false bravado? 

“| don’t think it matters,” said 
broadcaster Dok Hen- 
drix. “As long as these 
wrestlers believe in 
themselves, they can 
say what they want. | 
see more wrestlers feel- 
ing more positive about 
themselves now than | 
have in many months. | 
There is a sense of 
competition in the WWF 
right now, and it has 
everyone fired up.” 

The fire is being stok- 
ed by a cast of head- 
liners that, some say, is 
stronger and deeper 
than it has been in 
years. Sure, one can 
counter that the WWF 
lacks the overall depth of 


The feud between Bret Hart 
and Shawn Michaels is far 
from over, but neither has 
forgotten about the WWF 
title. They'll both be wres- 
tling for the belt many 
times this summer. 


yo 


FEN 


talent boasted by WCW, but the 
WWF's top 10 grapplers are as tal- 
ented a group as you'll find anywhere 
today. 

Consider Vader, for one. Ham- 
pered by injuries the last few 
months, the big monster is only 
now wrestling up to his huge girth 
and potential. Buoyed by savvy 
manager Paul Bearer, he is getting 
title shots and seems a pinfall 
away from catapulting back to his 
previous lofty status. Remember, 
Vader is a three-time former WCW 
World champ. That he hasn't 
climbed to the top of the WWF's 
mountain is merely testimony to 
the talent in this federation. 

“I’m going bite the heads off 
every wrestler who comes my 
way,” said Vader. “I’ve been kept in 
waiting too long. I'll take Shawn 
Michaels, Bret Hart, and Under- 
taker at the same time. They are 
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It would be unfair to say Rocky Maivia isn’t a threat to the WWF title. Remember, he 
wasn't considered much of a threat to the Intercontinental belt, either, and he won 
that back in February. 

all lesser men than Vader.” 

Ahmed Johnson had been side- 
tracked by his war with the Nation 
of Domination, but seems to have 
regained his sense of purpose—to 
win his first WWF title. 

“| lost my step with this war with 
Faarooq, and | owe my fans an 
apology,” he said. “I still have to 
watch my back around the Nation 
of Domination, but | want a title. 
That's why | came to the WWF, 
and | won't stop fighting until | get 
what | want.” 

It won’t be easy for Johnson, 
however. “Stone-Cold” Steve 
Austin, for one, will be standing in 
the way. With Bret Hart turning 
rulebreaker, Austin has become a 
hero in a gray cowboy hat. Funny, 
but fans have adopted his venom- 
spitting personality as something 
to emulate. And in a sense, 
“Psycho” Sid has won the WWF title 
twice in the last six months, and he is 
intent on starting WWF championship 
reign number three very soon. Just give 


him another title shot, and he might very 
well win the belt again. 








Austin’s vulgarity-laced tirades 
against the “Hitman” do make him 
a rough-around-the-edges type of 
bounty hunter. Of course, the 
bounty is any wrestler who gets in 
his way. 

“| thought | told you reporters to 
get out of my face,” he said after 
WrestleMania. “I ain't got time to 
chat. | gotta kick some [butt]. | gotta 
title awaitin’ me, and everybody bet- 
ter stay outta my damn way.” 

So eloquently put, “Stone-Cold.” 

But eloquence and elegance are 
not operative terms for the WWF 
these days. Parity, balance, and 
motivation are. And Vince Mc- 
Mahon must smile inside, for he 
possesses a company filled with 
motivated employees. But only one 
man can be Wrestler of the Week. 
Who will it be next week? 
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Hulk Hogan, Kevin 
Nash, Scott Hall,and 
Eric Bischoff say it all the} 
time—that “NWO 4 Life” } . 
is more than a catch 
Phrase, it’s G Way Of A vrinnsntnts te nno's man gor touis be 
life. But who’s way is if? ‘nettatcotanciersinii go are win 
Is the NWO taking over 

WCW... or Hollywood? 


ee ee ee 


Ted DiBiase and Hulk Hogan drew Nash’s ire by attending the 
premiere of Dennis Rodman’s movie Double Team instead of 


Nitro this spring, but Hogan insists the NWO’s problems could 
be solved if everyone would just follow his lead. 
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By Steve Anderson 


E ALL FIGURED it was 
inevitable. 

As the NWO became a 
more and more dominant organiza- 
tion, it would become more suscep- 
tiple to ego clashes. Success 
begets arrogance. Arrogance 
begets unruliness. Unruliness 
begets infighting. That is just what 
is occurring in the NWO now, 
despite what you might see when 
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Eric Bischoff is quick to dismiss the internal problems 
that have plagued the NWO recently. He calls them “sim- 


ple misunderstandings.” 
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the cameras are on. 
Inevitable ... 


From the day he stepped on 
WCW soil last June, Kevin Nash 
made it clear he wanted to replicate 
the success he had had in the 
WWF. But he also wanted to do 
something new and innovative. 
Hence, the establishment of the 
NWO. 

“My vision for this group was to 
make it a helluva lot more than just 
a wrestling clique,” mused Nash. 
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“That means that we're all in this 
together, and we have to be ded/- 
cated to the same goals. 

“Lately, | haven’t been seeing 
that dedication. Bottom line is we’re 
not united. That premiere of Dennis 
Rodman’s movie was a Classic 
example. | sat in a hotel room. on 
Easter Sunday while Hogan, 
Bischoff, and DiBiase were getting 
ready for the glitz and glamour. The 
NWO is about focused domination, 
not red carpet Hollywood parties.” 
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Hogan and Randy 


Savage are of the opinion that the NWO 


will be a more prestigious group if famous ath- 
letes such as Rodman are allowed to join. Others 
are questioning whether he really belongs. 


Inevitable ... 

“Hollywood” Hulk Hogan has 
always loved power. The rush of 
adrenaline that he gets calling the 
shots almost matches the rush 
that he feels when he’s in the ring 
legdropping a fallen foe. And 
there’s no doubt he has a /ot of 
power in the NWO. 

“Make no mistake about it, 


brother,” he said. “| was there at 


the beginning. | ama 
founding father. The world 
knows It. Everyone in the 
NWO Knows it. I’m in 
charge here. 
“Whatever chaos 
you're seeing now shows | ¢ 
you just how bad my * 
leadership is needed. 
Kevin Nash needs to 
understand that the ° 
New World Order is 
about more than the 
domination of WCW. 
It's about the domina- 
tion of the world, broth- 
er. Dennis Rodman is 
an integral part of that. 
He makes the NWO a 
more prestigious or- 
ganization. Attending 


his movie premiere was NWO 
business.” 

Inevitable ... 

No one had more to lose by 
joining the NWO than Eric 
Bischoff. He had ascended the 
ranks of WCW from announcer to 
executive vice president. His 






















x “betrayal” was a calculated risk 


that has both done damage to 
his career as an executive! 
and paid off by providing him 
with a spotlight that is feed- 
t ing his massive ego. 
“Joining the NWO was a 
most magnanimous gesture 
on my part,” he boasted. 
“Look what | did for WCW. | 
| brought them to the top. 
\ My talents are too vast to 
3. focus on just one organi- 
zation. The NWO is so 
powerful that everyone 
now wants to tear us 
down. A misunderstand- 
ing with Kevin Nash and 
a minor skirmish with 
Randy Savage has been blown 
way out of proportion. Everything 
is just fine.” 
Inevitable ... 
Since the NWO was formed, 
the cracks in the foundations of 
the group have been investigated 
ad nauseum. Any small incident of 
alleged infighting is viewed with 
interest by the media and hope by 
those loyal to WCW. After all, 
WCW hasn't been able to do 
much to seriously weaken the 
NWO. In fact, the NWO might 





Bischoff really seems to enjoy standing between and interviewing Savage Tale | 
Hogan. Sometime in the near future, he might find himself standing between others 
in the NWO and trying to prevent them from fighting. 











































= We Know that Syxx (above, 
™) against Eddy Guerrero) was 100 
» percent behind Nash in his dis- 
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» pute with Hogan, but as for NWO 
© Sting and Scott Norton (right) and 


(i | the others in the organization, it's 


| hard to tell. The NWO may have 


i grown too big for its own aqoe. 


i 
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_itsett 
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movie premiere, and others 


‘ 
, 
if 


: other plans and fly in for the ; 
subsequent Nitro on and 


fights at Spring Stampede, 
_ Hogan was forced to cancel 


Rave done more damage to 


After Nash ripped Hogan 
for attending the Rodman 


in ‘the group nearly got into 


- serve as peacemaker. He 
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wanted to make sure the group 
was united. He talked to Nash, 
and Nash seemed appeased. 


_ The NWO members seemed to 
be working as one again. 

Or were they? 

The main problem with 
_ Hogan’ s “solution” was that it did 


_ not address Nash’s and others’ 








- initial complaint 
that the NWO is 
continually distract- 
ed by extraneous 
issues, like Rod- 
mans movie pre- 
/ miere. Hogan and 
his associates will 
» |. -@ not change their itin- 
om, 4) erary. Their lust for 
=a *| the spotlight in both 
the mainstream and 
wrestling media will 
y, probably never be 
E44 satisfied. Nash either 
has to acknowledge 
that or leave the orga- 
nization. 

But was Nash up- 
set that Hogan and 
others were prioritizing 
|_§. a movie premiere, or 
| simply that he wasn’t 
invited? 

"| have nothing 
against the NWO grab- 
bing an extra chunk of 


a 


the spotlight,” he said. “It's good 
for the organization as a whole. 
But an invitation would have been 
nice.” 

“Nash told us before he doesn't 
like hanging out with celebrities 
much, said Hogan. “He should 
have been happy knowing that the 
NWO was properly represented.” 


“Our victories over WCW have 
everything to do with our unity 


and their lack of unity,” said 
Bischoff. “Fighting over simple 
misunderstandings will only 
weaken us. We've had setbacks, 
sure, but now we must come 
together for the sake of the orga- 
nization as a whole.” 

Movie premieres aside, Ho- 
gan’s Band-Aid approach to the 
conflicts within his organization 
will only heal the wounds on a 
short-term basis. During Its short 
existence, the NWO’s domina- 
tion has been unlike that of any 
other clique. “Hollywood” could 
learn something by studying the 
history of The Four Horsemen 
and other supergroups. Per- 
sonnel changes happen. Ego 
clashes are part of the game. 
Denying or glossing over prob- 
lems will only do greater harm in 
the long run. 

So who are we supposed to 
believe? Who is truly spouting 


the NWO’s gospel? The answer 
probably lies somewhere be- 
tween the Nash faction and the 
Hogan faction. And that is the 
problem. The NWO is splitting 
into factions. Hogan might slow 
that with short-term trou- 
bleshooting, but he can’t stop it. 
In a word, it is inevitable. & 
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N 1993, STEVE AUSTIN ane 

Brian Pilirman—-The Holiywoua 

bionds-—-were one of the mosi 
iaienied and disliked tay teams in 
ihe worid. Handsonie and arro- 
gait, daring and efieciive, the 
Blonds won ine WCW Worid tac 
team title from Shane Douglas 
and Rick Sieamboai and held on 
to it for five months againsi 4 
ruggea yroup of Chaliengers. 

Bui the Biorids aidnt last long. 
They began to feud arter Filiman 
objeciea io bringing in Col. Rob- 
ert Parker as tneir maiiager. 
Eveniuaiiy. Austin lett WCW foi 
ECW, inen ine WWE. Pillman lefi 
WCW in Februaiy 1996, showea 
up a few times in ECW, ihen 
signed with ine WWF sariy iast 
sumivier. 
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Even though he and Austin have had a lot of 
problems getting along, Pillman had admired 
“Stone-Cold’s” toughness and his attitude— 
that is, until the fans starting supporting Austin 
in his matches with Bret. 


Time had apparently healed their 
wounds, because Pillman and Austin 
were on friendly terms ... at the start. 
| While Pillman nursed a badly injured 
* ankle, Austin worked his way up the ladder 
as one of the most feared rulebreakers in 
the WWF. Then, shortly before Austin was 
scheduled to wrestle Bret Hart at the 
Survivor Series, Pillman referred to Hart as 
“the best there is, the best there was, and the 
best there ever will be” during an interview 
with “Stone-Cold.” That enraged Austin, who 
re-broke Pillman’s ankle, and days later 
showed up at Pillman’s house, beat up a few of 
his friends outside, then broke in. When Austin 
walked into the living room, Pillman pulled a gun 
and suggested that his former teammate get lost. 
All was quiet on the Pillman vs. Austin front until 
recently, when Pillman phoned the offices of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED and said he had some- 
thing to say to Austin. We provided this forum. 

| have to tell you something: When | heard 
Steve Austin complaining about how he lost to 
Bret Hart at WrestleMania XIII, | nearly lost my 
lunch. Anybody who watched that match 
knows Austin was knocked unconscious and 
lost. It doesn’t matter that Austin never sub- 
mitted. He wasn’t in any condition to submit! 
You Know what the old Steve Austin 
would've done about that? He would’ve 
kept his mouth shut, asked for the match to 
be restarted as soon as he woke up, and 
then moved along and kicked Hart's butt. 
But you know what the new Austin did? 
He whined, because he knew the fans 
would be on his side this time. Austin 
knew he could get away with just about 
anything, so he took his chances. 

You can see it already. The fans are 
turning Steve Austin into a wimp! You 
know, Austin used to be one of the 

(Continued on page 58) 


When Austin is down on the mat and in seri- 

ous trouble nowadays, he can count on the 
crowd to urge him on. Pillman fondly 
remembers the days when “Stone-Cold” 
didn’t care what anyone thought. 
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NE OF THE finest all-cround wrestlers in history, Bret Hart comes from a large 
wrestling family. His father, Stu, is one of the sport’s best-known trainers ... The 
511", 235-pound native of Calgary began his pro career in 1978 ... Wrestled NWA 
World champion Harley Race during the early-1980s ... Come to the WWF in 1984 as a fan 
favorite, but soon turned rulebreaker ... Began his alliance with manager Jimmy Hart and 
teamed with brother-in-law Jim Neidhart as The Hart Foundation ... Feuded intensely with 
The British Bulldogs—Dynamite Kid and Davey Boy Smith, another brother-in-law . .. They 
won the WWF World tag team title from the Bulldogs on January 26, 1987 ... Lost the belts 
| to Rick Martel and Tito Santana on October 27, 1987 ... Bret began his rise as a singles 
wrestler by lasting 36 minutes at the WWF's first Royal Rumble in 1988 ... Became a fan 
favorite and dumped Jimmy Hort ... The Hart Foundation won the belts from Demolition 
at SummerSlam ’90 ... Lost the belts to The Nasty Boys at WrestleMania Vil... Bret bat- 
tled Intercontinental champion Curt Hennig in some classic scientific matches ... Neidhart, 
suffering from accumulated injuries, went into semi-retirement while Bret continued his sin- 
gles career ... Won the I-C belt from Hennig at SummerSlam '91 ... Won the 1991 King 
of the Ring ... Lost the |-C belt to The Mountie on January 17, 1992... Hart's vicory over 
Roddy Piper for his second |-C title at WrestleMania Vill nearly set off a feud between the 
two friends ... Lost the |-C belt to Davey Boy at SummerSlam '92 in London 
.. Won the WWF World tile from Ric Flair on October 12, 1992, in [ 4 
Seckalos Saskatchewan ... Beat Shawn Michaels by submission at M 
Survivor Series ‘92 ... With his parents watching, Hart forced Razor 
Ramon to submit at the 1993 Royal Rumble ... Lost the belt to 
Yokozuna in the main event at WrestleMania IX whan Mr. Fuji threw 
salt in his foce ... Seconds later, Hulk Hogan accepted an impromptu 
challenge and beat Yokozuna for the belt ... Won his second King of the 
Ring crown on June 13, 1993 ... After the match, was attacked by Jerry 
Lawler, who piledrived him on the steps ... Owen Hart joined his brother 
} in matches against Lawler and Jeff Jarrett in the USWA ... Bret lost to 
Lawler by reverse decision at SummerSlam '93 when Hart was ruled to 
| have used excessive force with his “sharpshooter” ... Was involved in 
one of the most bizarre finishes in wrestling history when he and Lex Luger 
co-won the 1994 Royal Rumble ... Hart and Luger got tangled in the ropes and went over 
the top, hitting the floor at the same time ... Bret and Owen split up on the same card ... 
| Both Luger and Hart received shots at WWF World champion Yokozuna at WrestleMania X 
|... Hart wrestled twice on the card. First, he was pinned by Owen at 20:21. Owen spent most 
| of the match working on Bret's left leg ... Looked like a beaten man when Yokozuna 
| climbed to the second rope for a “banzai” drop. But Hart rolled out of the way, Yokozuna 
| crashed to the mal, and Hart scored the pin at 10:32 for his second World title ... Owen 
| challenged Bret to a fitle match, and Bret would eventually beat him many times ... Jim 
| Neidhart showed up at the 1994 King of the Ring and helped Owen defeat Razor Ramon to 
win the tournament ... Neidhart also interfered in Bret’s match against Diesel (Kevin Nash) 
when he clotheslined Diesel, causing Bret to be disqualified ... Bret had brother Bruce in his 
comes, Owen had Neidhart, for a steel cage showdown at SummerSlam '94. Bret won again 
in 33:21 ... Bret and former WWF World champion Bob Backlund had been friends until 
Backlund turned into a crazed rulebreaker in July 1995 ... They battled in a submission 
match ot the Survivor Series with the stipulation that Hart could only win with his “sharp- 
shooter" and Backlund could only win with his chicken wing ... Meanwhile, Bret won one- 
sided matches against Neidhart . .. The Backlund-Hart match was a controversial classic. Bret 
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wos seconded by Davey Boy Smith, Backlund by Owen. Each man was given a towel to throw 
ini he felt his man wanted to give up . .. When Bret was knocked unconscious and Backlund 
cought him in a chicken wing, Owen tricked his mother into throwing in the towel for Bret 
... "| couldn't stand to see Bret suffer,” Helen Hart said ... Three days later, Diesel beat 
Backlund for the belt . .. Battled Diesel to a draw at the 1995 Royal Rumble ... Humilicted — 
Backlund when he forced him to submit to the chicken wing at WrestleMania XI... Tooka | 
beating but still beat Hakushi at In Your House on May 14, 1995... Earlier in the card, Bret 
hod been pinned by arch-rival Jerry Lower after Hakushi interfered ... As the Lawler-Hart 
feud intensified, they agreed to battle in on unusual “kiss my foot” match at King of the Ring 
... Hart won and stuffed Lowler’s own feet in Lawer’s mouth ... Beat Isaac Yankem by DQ 
at SummerSlam ‘95 when Lawler interfered ... Hart’s interference caused Diesel to lose by 
DQ to Davey Boy Smith at In Your House IV... Bret was providing color commentary when 
Davey Boy slapped him in the face. Diesel, incensed by the DQ, attacked Hort ... Bret 
became the WWF's third three-time World champion when he beat Diesel with a small pack- 
age at Survivor Series "95 ... Defeated Davey Boy at In Your House V ... Lost to The 
Undertaker by DQ at the 1996 Royal Rumble when Diesel interfered. Bret was on the verge 
of losing by pinfall when Diese! pulled referee Earl Hebner out of the ring ... Diesel bashed 


— ____ Bret with the title belt after a cage match at Madison Square Garden | 


on January 26, 1996 ... Atln Your House VI, Undertaker pre- | 
vented Diesel from winning a cage match against Bret ... 

Pinned Shawn Michaels in a series of lumberjack matches ... | 
Said he would cut back on his schedule after wrestling Michaels 
at WrestleMania XI] ... Lost an epic “Iron Man” match to 
Michoels at WrestleMania ... Neither man scored a pin in the first 
60 minutes, so the match went into overtime. Hart, unaware that 
there could be overtime, was pinned at 1:52 of the extra session 
... Told PW/lin its November 1996 issue that he had no immedi- 
ate plans to return ond instead planned to pursue an acting career 
... Soon, rumors circulated that Bret had agreed to return to the 

WWF ... Did return in November and began feuding with Steve — 
Austin ... Took a lot of punishment, but pinned Austin at Survivor 
Series '96 after reversing Austin’s “Million-Dollar Dream” ... Was maneuvering Owen into 
a “sharpshooter” at Monday Night Row when Austin smashed a chair across his back. Austin 
fied Bret's ankle in a chair, but Davey Boy prevented Austin from inflicting further punish- 
ment ... Owen, Austin, and manager Clarence Mason were enraged ... Blamed Michaels 
for his loss to World champ “Psycho” Sid at In Your House on December 15, 1996... After 
the match, Bret pummeled Michaels, who had tried to get at Sid during the bout and inad- 
vertently ran into Bret ... Michaels won the belt from Sid at the 1997 Royal Rumble ... 
Austin’s cheating in the Rumble forced WWF President Gorilla Monsoon to order a four-man 
elimination match involving Austin, Bret, Big Van Voder, and Undertaker at In Your House 
on February 16, 1997 ... Michaels vacated the title due to a knee injury, turning the elim- 
ination match into a title bout ... Hart won his fourth World fitle there... A day later, Sid 
beat Hort for the belt ... Bret defeated Austin in a submission match at WrestleMania XIII 
when Austin passed out while in the “sharpshooter” ... Later in the card, Hart confronted 
Michaels prior to the Undertaker-Sid main event, then helped Taker win the belt . . . Finally, 
with the fans perceiving Hart as a whiner, the unexpected happened: Bret turned his back 

on American fans and reunited with brother Owen and brother-in-law Davey Boy aegis 

A new stage of Bret’s WWF career has seb C] 
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_ this month i in... 


The WWE lost one of its greatest heroes 
when BRET HART iurned rulebreaker. 
Now he says we’re all responsible for what 


he’s about to do! But what /s he about to do? 


.. We're all glad that STING is back on 
WCW’s side. Now if we could only get 
back the “old” Sting, the Sting who talked 
and smiled a lot. Is there any hope for that? 
... What's going on with SHAWN 
MICHAELS? Why did he take his hiatus 
right before WrestleMania? We asked him 
those questions and more in “Hotseat” ... 
Find out why the STEINERS think we 
should have stood up to the NWO! 


All this—and much more!— 
in the August 1997 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 








: : | ha | 
‘\resiler 
DREAM 
WATCH?! 
~ STING’S BAT & 


THE SIDE OF 
» HOGAN'S HEAD! 


We'll be talking about what STING did at 


| Uncensored for a long time, but it's something 


HULK HOGAN wants to forget. Because 
when Sting attacked him, Hogan knew that 
sooner or later, he’d have to wrestle him. 


| Imagine the damage Sting’s bat could do! ... 


The WWF has an explosive problem on its 
hands, and its name is AHMED JOHNSON. 
He wants to know where his title shots are ... 
DALLAS PAGE and KIMBERLY were happy 
to appear in Playboy's Nude Celebrities, but 

will they ever recover from the 
embarrassment of being “exposed” by 
RANDY SAVAGE and ELIZABETH? 


All this—and much more!— 
in the August 1997 issue of 
The Wrestler 








this nasty little war, they get a little more exciting again. 

Case in point: During the opening of the April 28 edition of 
WCW Monday Nitro, some highlights of one of Ric Flair’s WCW 
World title victories were presented. WCW obviously was trying to 
play up the fact that the “Nature Boy” was scheduled to return to the 
ring just three weeks later ... after missing nearly eight months with a 
serious shoulder injury. So it makes sense that some footage of Flair 
dominating an opponent would be shown. 

But was it just coincidental that the match WCW chose to high- 
light was his Starreade °93 triumph over Big Van Vader? That the 
few seconds of videotape that aired showed Flair pummeling Vader, 
then clutching the World belt he had won from him in front of thou- 
sands of adoring fans in Charlotte, North Carolina? 

We don’t think so. We think that decision had something to do 
with the fact that Vader had been making a lot of news in the previous 
few weeks as the result of that little international incident in Kuwait 
(see “Wrestling Enquirer” on page 68 for full details). 

It was if WCW was saying to the WWF, “That big, tough bully of 
yours that got you so much mainstream publicity when he got in that 
talk show host’s face didn’t always look so big and tough when he 
was with us!” 

Eric Bischoff came right out and said during a Prodigy chat that 
he thought the incident in Kuwait was essentially a publicity stunt by 
the WWF. He even brought up the fact that Paul Orndorff got the best 
of Vader in that infamous WCW locker room fight in August 1995 
that led to Vader's dismissal from the company. 

Interesting .., 

But WCW has more important issues to concern itself with, like 
becoming a major force in the Northeast, for years a stronghold of the 


J UST WHEN THINGS seemingly started to calm down a bit in 





WWF. It appears WCW will have a chance to challenge the WWF for 
supremacy in the Northeast very soon if it wants to. The April 14 
Nitro drew more than 16,000 paying fans to Philadelphia's Spectrum, 
and WCW reportedly sold approximately $150,000 in merchandise 
that night. Plus, more than 12,000 tickets for a Nitro in Boston this 
spring had been sold several weeks prior to the show. 
shai 

With an assist to the National Basketball Association, which 
pushed Nitro out of prime time on April 28 and May 5, Raw was able 
to break Nitro’s DiMaggio-like streak of 45 straight head-to-head vic- 
tories. Scoring 3.4’s without any unopposition, however, should not 
thrill the folks at Titan Tower. 
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McMahon did for wrestling in the 1980s. If it wasn’t for 

McMahon building the sport into what it is now, Turner 
wouldn’t want to dominate it.” 

SCOTT SMITH 

Tulare, CA 


“Raw has definitely made significant strides to regain its 
top ranking by giving the fans more quality action, more 
intriguing matches, and greater suspense. It’s so much better 
than trying to make heads or tails out of the weekly confusion 
that is called Nitro.” 

TINA SULLY 
Lima, OH 
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VOICE OF THE FANS 


‘Ted Turner and WCW should be thankful for what Vince’ 


“T find it funny that the WWE has copied WCW’s set 
design for the new-but-not-really-improved Raw Is War. It’s 
real clever of them to add more pyrotechnics, a ramp, and a 
giant video wall, since the WWF might consider those the rea- 
sons Nitro is better. When will McMahon realize that it’s 
WCW’'s great wrestling competition that makes their show 
number one on Monday nights?” 

BOBBY WHALEN 
Decatur, IL 


“If the WWF's winning the war, why is it that stars from 
other professional sports are clamoring to be seen at Nitro?” 

LYNNE GEORGE 

Bangor, ME [| 





#2: Ace #3: Ceeger W4: Bodybag #5: Willfine #0; Eris #7: Nook the 
St tevene van Dora Jones Sohany Ki age Darketrom Secret hkapon 




















Hurry! Create your own imaginary wrestler and have him face off against any 
of these IWA veterans—there’s no waiting and 


* * * NO ENTRY FEE! * * * 


Battle one, two, or all ten of these fierce competitors. We'll immediately put [Rjaali-aelue)s 
your wrestler in one of our 100+ exciting leagues and send him in the ring PN late aha 
with the opponents you chose! You will receive the match results, the official | & AVALANCHE 
IWA Handbook, and your membership card right away! Plus, your wrestler | ® iivtopeiy 
will be entered in our Rookie Brawl, and the winner gets an engraved plaque! 





















66. BELLY TO BELLY 
67. BIG SPLASH 
638 BOSTON CRAB 
69. BRAIN BUSTER 
70 BULLDOG 

71 CAMEL CLUTCH 
72 COBRA CLUTCH 
73. CRADLE 
74. CRUCIFIX 
75. DOT 













The Imaginary Wrestling Association is the original and the best play-by-mail 
wrestling organization anywhere. Matches still cost just $1% each, the same 
low price we started with in 1985! And it’s the ONLY place where you can win 
an ACTUAL CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING BELT! 

















So take us on! Find out if you’re tough enough to handle the best! Fill out the 
coupon below or a copy of it today and mail it with $1 for each opponent to: 


IWA Challenge 
x * x Box 5275 xk *« * 
Willowick, Ohio 44095 






82 POWER BOMB 
83 POWER SLAM 
B4 RUSSIAN SICKLE 

BS SLEEPER 

86 SLINGSHOT SUPLEX 
87 SMALL PACKAGE 

83 SPINE BUSTER 

89. SUNSET FLIP 

| 90. SUPERPLEX 
© 1994 ISC. Al Rights Reserved 

































Wear-Down Holds: Choose 10 from the list of 60 shown at lef. List them i 
i in the order to be used. Use each hold only once 
i NAME (PLEASE PRINT) i 
1 = 3 Ae 
Moree | 6 7 8 9 10 i 
i Set-Up Holds: Choose 5 from the list of 30 shown al nght List (hem in \ 
i CITY STATE. ZIP the order lo be used. Use each hold only once f 
\ | 1 ae gs el 2 ae j 
WRESTLER'S NAME (NO ACTUAL PRO WRESTLER NAMES, PLEASE) Finishing Hold: Create your custom final maneuver or choose a hold i 
q from the 90 shown. Limil the length lo 20 letlers and spaces 
: i WRESTLER’S HEIGHT WRESTLER'S WEIGHT fi 
; jl FINISHING HOLD \ 
54. SUNGSHOT ee SSeS ee 
| 55. SNAP MARE i SPECIAL GIMMICK OR DESCRIPTION OF WRESTLER Opponents: Check the numbers of the men you want your wrestler lo go i 
. fe: TOE HOLD against from the 10 al the lop. Remember to enclose $1® for each 
i J MANAGER'S NAME (IF NOT YOU) (Joo. ae 2 BU Ge eB 





BEWITCHED, BOTHERED, AND 
bewildered by recent events in 
wrestling, I’ve decided it’s time to try 
to figure things out in print. So, with- 
out further ado, it’s time to play one of 
my favorite column games: News 
Item/Gut Reaction/Informed Reaction. 

And here goes ... 

7 OH Ok 

NEWS ITEM: Scott Steiner arrest- 
ed at Spring Stampede for hitting a 
police officer who was attempting to 
prevent him from entering Kevin 
Nash's dressing room at the Coliseum 
in Tupelo, Mississippi. 

GUT REACTION: Southern 
justice, 

INFORMED REACTION: Wres- 
tling justice, Now let’s see if I can 
understand this: The New World Order 
runs the Steiners off of a public high- 
way. The incident is recorded on 
videotape and shown on national 
cable-TV, yet nothing happens as a 
result. No arrests are made. Then the 
NWO attacks Rick Steiner prior to 
WCW Uncensored and, again, no 
arrests are made, no suspensions or 
fines doled out. But Scott Steiner tries 
to get into a dressing room for a little 
revenge, and he gets arrested, 

I'm not saying it was acceptable for 
Scott to strike a law enforcement offi- 
cial. It just seems as if there’s some 
selective law enforcement going on 
here. You have to wonder whether the 
NWO has taken the law into its own 
back pocket. 
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NEWS ITEM: The NWO is squab- 
bling. Ted DiBiase tried to keep Kevin 
Nash from inflicting serious damage 


Scott Steiner has had a rough 
few months. After he and brother 
Rick were run off the road by the 
NWO, neither WCW nor the 
police did anything about it. But 
when Scott hit a cop while trying 
to get at Kevin Nash, he was 
arrested. Strange. 


on Rick Steiner at Spring Stampede. 
Nash got angry; DiBiase walked away. 
Later, Eric Bischoff warned Randy 
Savage not to strike Kimberly. Savage 
and Bischoff exchanged words. Said 
Hulk Hogan: “They're falling apart 
without me. They need their leader.” 

GUT REACTION: Asking Hulk 
Hogan to put out the fire is like asking 
Timothy McVeigh to find and defuse 
the bomb. 

INFORMED REACTION: There 
is trouble within the NWO, and a lot of 
it has to do with Hogan. It goes back 
to WCW Uncensored, when Team 
NWO won the right to go after any 
WCW title in any arena at any time. 
“Well, how about Hogan’s title?” sev- 
eral NWO wrestlers reportedly said of 
the WCW World champion. When 
NWO head honchos told the insur- 
gents that they weren't to go after 





Hogan, trouble broke out. Finally, sev- 
eral NWO underlings realized—better 
late than never—that Hogan is a pro- 
tected man. 

The big loser in this power struggle 
could be Bischoff. He’ll somehow 
have to resolve the situation without 
looking like Hogan’s lackey. If he 
can’t, and the other NWO members 
force his ouster, Bischoff might be 
without two jobs because WCW exec- 
utives probably have spoken with their 
lawyers about nullifying his contract 
as WCW senior vice president by now. 

By the way, I wouldn’t be surprised 
if Scott Hall’s recent vacation had at 
least something to do with this situation. 

eo oe 

NEWS ITEM: ECW’s Barely 
Legal pay-per-view event on April 13 
marks the federation’s entry into the 
big time. 

GUT REACTION: Big news. Can 
an independent be a player in the 
lucrative pay-per-view market and 


Tommy Dreamer and Terry Funk cele- 
brated Funk’s victory for the ECW title 
at the end of Barely Legal, ECW's first 
pay-per-view. Unfortunately, the event 
was carried on only 60 percent of the 
potential PPV homes. 





compete with the twentysomething 
PPVs produced annually by the WWF 
and WCW? Is the alternative audience 
large enough to support such a ven- 
ture? And are WWF and WCW fans 
yearning for something different? 

INFORMED REACTION: Uh- 
oh. Bad news. Barely Legal was not 
available on many cable and satellite 
systems, including the rapidly growing 
and very important Direct TY. That’s 
right, Direct TV, with its 100 PPV 
channels, did not carry Barely Legal. 
As a result, Barely Legal was barely 
visible and hardly marked a move into 
the big time, despite the high quality 
and excitement level of the card. The 
world is still anxiously waiting for Rob 
Van Dam. 

Some good news, though: The next 
ECW PPV, which is scheduled for 
August 17, should be available on both 
Request TV and Viewer’s Choice, the 
two major PPV distributors. Only 
Request carried Barely Legal. 


NEWS ITEM: Former WWF “stars” 
The New Diesel and The New Razor 
Ramon have returned to the USWA. 

GUT REACTION: Oh, happy 
day! Now would the old Godwinns 
and the old Gunns please follow? 

INFORMED REACTION: As it 
turns out, WWE fans can actually tell 
talent from less than a mile away. The 
New Diesel and New Razor Ramon 
were even worse than the New Dodge 
Intermission Report on ESPN. Making 
up for the loss of old talent by renaming 
new talent proved to be a poor anti- 
WCW strategy for the WWF, which 
apparently feels more comfortable fight- 
ing with old WCW talent such as The 
Road Warriors and Steve Austin. Ken 
Shamrock’s recent signing was also 
good news for the WWF. WCW’s talent 
pool remains much deeper than the 
WWF's, but if the NWO breaks up, who 
knows what might happen next, This 
battle is far from over. 

This column, however, is over. [| 
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BY ANDY RODRIGUEZ 


HEN 911 LEFT ECW and ultimately 
YY) erences his name to Big Al, he thought all 

he was changing was that name. He didn't 
expect to change his luck ... for the worse. 

ECW’s home city of Philadelphia has always been 
a place of great promise for Al. It is where he rose to 
prominence, terrorizing opponents with sheer power 
and surprising skill. It is where he earned enough 
respect to be named by fans as PW/'s Rookie of the 
Year for 1994. 

It is also where he got his butt kicked by The Giant. 

Of course it wasn’t supposed to happen this way. 
Al was supposed to become one of The Giant's most 
feared opponents. Certainly he has demonstrated the 
potential to become such a foe. But just one night 
after ECW’s inaugural pay-per-view—which was held 
in Philadelphia—Al was pinned by The Giant in about 
65 seconds. 

What happened? 

“| had a bad night is all,” Al claimed when first 
asked. “You ever hear of an athlete having an off- 
night? Well, that's what | had. Happens to the best.” 

That answer might have washed had Al been in the 
midst of a grueling schedule, or in the midst of a vio- 
lent feud with The Giant or another hated opponent. 
But the match with The Giant was one for which Al 
had been preparing a long time. It was a match for 
which he’d pushed dozens of times. 

“Get me a match with The Giant!” was his quote 
turned into a headline for the September 1996 issue 
of /nside Wrestling. Several wrestlers recall how tri- 
umphantly Al showed that story around the locker 
room. 

“He felt it was his destiny to have a showdown with 
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The Giant,” said Bam Bam Bigelow, who saw a lot of 
911 on the independent circuit last summer and fall. 
“He was tired of all the press Giant was getting and 
convinced that if he got the opportunity, he’d show the 
world who the real giant was.” 

There was only one way for Al to get that match: 
get to WCW. As The Giant battled various members 
of the NWO, Al took his place in line, quietly. Maybe 
too quietly. 

“| just don’t think he was aggressive enough in stat- 
ing his challenge once he got here,” WCW broadcast- 
er Larry Zbyszko said. “You have to go for the gusto, 
as they say, and this guy was content to wait his turn. 
That had to take some wind out of his sails.” 

But the chance finally did come. And it came right 
where Al wanted it. 

“You wouldn't believe how excited he was to get 
this match in Philly,” said Hugh Morris. “And he was 
especially excited it was coming a night after ECW’s 
pay-per-view. He was really determined to show the 
people there that he was even better than what they'd 

(Continued on page 46) 





Big Al (formerly 911) finally got his match with The Giant in 
April, and it was held in front of more than 16,000 fans in 
Philadelphia, where he once shined for ECW. He didn’t expect 
it to end in 65 seconds ... with him getting choke-slammed. 














|, By taking advantage of our 
~ | special combination offers, you 
—/) can have all of the world’s 
leading wrestling magazines 
delivered to your door and 
save up to 30% off the regular 
newsstand price! 





Ft i - rj 
» ae Boe CHAE _ - 
aitetl go 
ay WRES! gal ats — be 


COMBINE & SAVE ONE-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION | TWO-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION 


ae) U.S. Canada/ # of U.S. Canada/ 
WEE ral atets Issues Price Foreign Issues Price Foreign 


DISCOUNT COMBINATION OFFER (SAVE 25%!) 


THE WRESTLER 26 (1$54.75 ($75.55 52 ~=£1$109.50 ($151.10 
INSIDE WRESTLING (13 each title) ($119.75 airmail) | (26 each title) ($239.50 airmail) 


SUPER SAVER COMBINATION OFFER (SAVE 30%!) 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 39 (1$81.50 ([1($112.70| 78 (1$162.95 [$225.35 
New  ([] Renewal THE WRESTLER (13 each title) ($199.00 airmail) | (26 each title) ($357.95 airmail) 
INSIDE WRESTLING 


CL)New  (] Renewal 


(YES! Please enter the combination subscription | have checked send To: LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
above. | have enclosed a check or money order for payment in full P.O. Box 910 
or included my credit card number to charge my purchase. Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Please indicate method of payment: 
Name 
[] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to LONDON PUBLISHING CO.) 


VISA [MasterCard Expiration Date:__/ Address _ 
MO/ YR 


COS ING ae Oi Ste 


Signature: For orders outside the U.S., intarnational money order in U.S. funds only. Please 
SS allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 


4463/07-T7 







seen from him when he was there. He was definitely 


pumped.” 


And Giant had the pin to deflate him. That pin came 
in the form of a choke-slam. In being choke-slammed 


and defeated by The Giant, Al suf- 
fered an acutely intense embarrass- 


ment. He also possesses a great | 


choke-slam and claimed his was 
superior to The Giant's. 

More embarrassing, though, was 
the display he put on for the Philly 
fans. 

“| could not believe this was the 
same guy we saw dominate ECW,” 
said Joey Falcone, a longtime ECW 
supporter. “| mean, he was a mon- 
ster here, but look what The Giant 


did to him. C’mon, The Giant isn’t 


that good, is he?” 

He may be, but the more relevant 
question is this: Is Al that bad? My 
answer is no. | believe Al when he 
says he had a bad night. But he 
shouldn’t have had a bad night, not 
considering how badly he wanted 
this confrontation. 

“‘’m not gonna make any excus- 
es,” Al said. “I lost, and that’s it. 
Believe it or not, | underestimated 
The Giant. | thought maybe he’s 
been so obsessed with the NWO 
lately that he wouldn't be totally 
focused on our match. Man, was | 
wrong! | have more respect for the 
guy than ever. He’s a warrior. 

“Bottom line is | blew my 
chance,” he said. “And maybe it'll 
be a long time before | get another 
one. When | do, though, | won’t get 
pinned in a minute; | guarantee you 
that! I’m still convinced | can beat 
the guy. My skills didn’t suddenly 
desert me. 


“The Giant will have to deal with | 
me someday. I’m not going any- | 


where!” 


Al may have every intention of 
sticking around and making trouble | 


for The Giant. But it seems to me he 
should start acting like he’s still in 
ECW. He needs to recapture that 
ECW spirit if he’s going to make any 
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win, lose, or draw 
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(Continued from page 44) 
headway in such a talent-rich federation. He has to 
start winning and winning big. A belt or two would be 


nice. } 
Then maybe round two with The Giant. 


911 was very aggressive, very mean, and very quick to use his own choke-slam when 
he wrestled in the independents. He needs to rediscover that spirit if he ever expects 
to be competitive with The Giant. 
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UNITED STATES 


CALIFORNIA 


SACRAMENTO—National Wrestling Conference at 
the Memorial Auditorium: The Navajo Kid defeated 
Johnny “Psycho” Paine by disqualification ... The 
Thug defeated Cincinnati Red ... Louie Spicolli 
defeated Don Juan ,.. Bam Bam Bigelow beat Jim 
Neidhart ... The Honky Tonk Man defeated Vincent 
(a.k.a. Virgil) ... Bobby Bradley & Rob Van Dam 
defeated The Haystacks Brothers ... Sabu wrestled 
to a no-contest with Dan Severn in a streetfight. 
(03-28-97) 

—Jim Cooley 


FLORIDA 


PANAMA CITY—Pro Wrestling Federation at the 
Naval Base: Black Angel defeated Count Dracula 
.. Cruel Connection || beat Wasted Youth ... 
Terry Austin & Rock Jordan beat The Enforcers 
.. George South (with Madd Maxxine) defeated 


Navy seal ... Heavyweight champion Italian 
Stallion pinned King Mabel. 
(04-05-97) 

—Brock Chandler 
ILLINOIS 


PEORIA—WWF Monday Night Raw & Shotgun 
Saturday Night tapings at the Civic Center (high- 
lights): European champion Davey Boy Smith 
wrestled to a no-contest with Owen Hart when Bret 
Hart intervened and convinced them to stop fighting 
each other ... Mosco de la Merced beat Super 
Nova (not the ECW wrestler) ... Jesse James beat 
Jeff Fox ... Goldust defeated Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley by disqualification when Chyna interfered 
.. Intercontinental champion Rocky Maivia beat 
Bret Hart by disqualification ... Ludxor, Discovery, 
Venom, & Super Nova beat Abismo Negro, 
Mosco de la Merced, Maniaco, & Hysteria ... 
Mankind defeated Bob Holly ... “Psycho” Sid 
Vicious beat Jeff Fox ... The Road Warriors beat 
World tag team champions Owen Hart & Davey 
Boy Smith by disqualification. 
(03-25-97) 

—Gary Neill 
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ROCKFORD—WWF Monday Night Raw broadcast 
at the Metro Center: The Headbangers defeated 
World tag team champions Davey Boy Smith & 
Owen Hart by disqualification ... Venom, Super 
Nova (not the ECW wrestler), & Discovery defeat- 
ed Mosco de la Merced, Hysteria, & Abismo 
Negro ,.. Hunter Hearst Helmsley (with Chyna) 
pinned Bart Gunn ... Flash Funk defeated 
“Brooklyn Brawler” Steve Lombardi ... 
Intercontinental champion Rocky Maivia defeated 


Leif Cassidy ... Ahmed Johnson beat Savio 
Vega by disqualification. 
(03-24-97) 

—Jimmy Grant 
INDIANA 


COLUMBUS—Wild Championship Wrestling 
Outlaws at the Armory: Indiana Kidd Jr. & 
Corporal Robinson beat The Kentucky Sluggers 
... Ronnie Vegas beat Danny Blackheart ... Don 
Basher wrestled Rob Ramer to a double-disqualifi- 
cation ... Lady Assassin pinned Major Mindy .. 
Demolition | beat heavyweight champion Billy Bart 
by countout ... Tag team champs T.J. Powers & 
Austin James beat Full Force ... Bobo Brazil Jr, 
won a battle royal. 
(04-12-97) 

—Harold Newt 


MUNCIE—WWF Monday Night Raw & Shotgun 
Saturday Night tapings at the Ball State University 
Arena: World tag team champions Owen Hart & 
Davey Boy Smith defeated Henry & Phineas 
Godwinn .., Steve Austin defeated Billy Gunn ... 
The Headbangers beat Freddie Joe Floyd & 
Barry Horowitz ... Ken Shamrock beat Vernon 
White ... Big Van Vader defeated Frank Stalletto 
.. steve Austin beat Mankind ... Billy Gunn 
defeated Freddie Joe Floyd ... Bart Gunn beat 
Leif Cassidy by disqualification ... World tag team 
champions Owen Hart & Davey Boy Smith defeat- 
ed Bob Holly & Barry Horowitz ... Henry & 
Phineas Godwinn beat The Road Warriors ... 
Mankind & Big Van Vader defeated The Head- 
bangers by disqualification ... The Road Warriors 
beat World tag team champions Owen Hart & 
Davey Boy Smith by disqualification. 
(04-06-97) 

—vJohn Bolin 


HUNTINGTON—Globa! Wrestling Alliance at the 
P.A.L. Club: Alexis Machine & “Beautiful” Brian 
Fury (with The Producer) defeated Crusher Cline 
& Kasey Thunder when Machine pinned Cline ... 
Mr. Main Event pinned Larry Destiny ... Elvis 
Elliott pinned Steve Nixon ... Rhino Richards 
defeated Homer Hoeffelfinger ... Jason Fabio 
defeated Storm Hawkins (with The Producer) by 
disqualification when Alexis Machine & Brian Fury 


The results in “Arena Reports” are culled 
from a month’s worth of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly newsletters. Readers 

of PWI Weekly received these results just 

days offer the cards took place. If you 
would like to subscribe to PWI Weekly, 
see the ad elsewhere in this issue. If you 
would like to join professional 
wrestling’s largest network of 
correspondents, write to: “Arena Report” 
¢/o Pro Wrestling Illustrated, Box 1148, 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034. 


interfered ... Jose Perez wresiled “Disgruntled” 
Mr. Bice to a double-countout ... Jimi V. defeated 
Calavera Cortez by disqualification when Steve 
Nixon interiered. 
(03-29-97) 

—Joe Orsen 


NORTH VERNON—Wild Championship Wrestling 
Outlaws at the Armory: Quicksilver pinned Corporal 
Robinson ... Indiana Kidd Jr. beat Rob Ramer ... 
Austin James & Bobo Brazil Jr. wrestled to a dou- 
ble-disqualification with “Dangerous Bull” Don 
Basher & Billy Bart ... Roger Blade defeated 
Gorgeous Jimmy ... Roger Blade won a battle royal. 
(03-29-97) 

—Harold Newt 


KENTUCKY 
HAZARD—Hardcore Championship Wrestling at 
Napier High School: Dr. Feelgood beat Mason 
Storm ... Shawn Christopher defeated Mr. 
Paradise in a chain match ... Bret Lawler defeated 
The Professional by disqualification ... Ric 
Gunner beat light heavyweight champion Too Hot 
Thomas in a coal miner's glove match to win the 
title ... Jarry Thunder defeated Mike the Hammer 
in a taped-fist match ... Bret Lawler beat “Pretty 
Boy” Eddie T in a frying pan lumberjack match ... 
Shawn Christopher, Ric Gunner, & Jerry 
Thunder defeated Mike the Hammer, Eddie T, & 
Too Hot Thomas in a barbed-wire streetfight. 
(04-03-97) 
—Bill Needham 

MARYLAND 
BALTIMORE—Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation at 
the Teamster Auditorium: Earl the Pearl won a bat- 
tle royal ... Adam Flash beat Quinn Nash (with 
Isis) ... The Samoan Gangsta Tribe defeated The 
Inferno Kid & Mad Dog O'Malley ... Konnan 2000 
(with Missy Hyatt) pinned Buddy Landell (with 
Miss Patricia) ... New Jack beat B. Mahoney ... 
The Headbangers beat The Bodacious Pretty 
Boy & Pinky the Flamingo Kid ... Sabu defeated 
Ax! Rotten ... Jimmy Cicero (with Royce 
Prophet) defeated Corporal Punishment (with 
Miss Patricia) by countout ... Mark Schrader & 
Devon Storm beat The Bad Crew ... Disco 
Inferno (with Royce Prophet) pinned heavyweight 
champion Stevie Richards to win the title. 
(04-03-97) 

—Michael J, DiMuzio 


BALTIMORE—WCW at the Baltimore Arena: 
Scotty Riggs pinned Julio Sanchez (substituting 
for Marcus Bagwell) ... U.S. champion Dean 
Malenko pinned Chris Jericho (substituting for 
Eddy Guerrero) ... Kevin Sullivan pinned Chris 
Benoit ... Konnan pinned La Parka ... Rey 


Misterio Jr. pinned Super Calo ... Kevin Nash & 
Randy Savage (substituting for Scott Hall) defeat- 
ed The Giant & Lex Luger by disqualification when 
“Diamond” Dallas Page interfered ... Randy 
Savage pinned “Diamond” Dallas Page after 
Kevin Nash interfered. 
(03-27-97) 

—Ray Ney 


MINNESOTA 


DULUTH—WCW Monaay Nitro broadcast from 
DECC Center: U.S. champion Dean Malenko 
defeated Konnan ... Mortis beat Jerry Flynn ... La 
Parka defeated Juventud Guerrera ... High 
Voltage defeated Public Enemy after Jeff Jarrett 
interfered ... Psicosis pinned Super Calo ... Hugh 
Morris pinned Chris Benoit ... Harlem Heat 
defeated Meng & The Barbarian ... Madusa 
pinned Malia Hosaka ... Hacksaw Duggan defeat- 
ed The Renegade .,. Randy Savage (with 
Elizabeth) defeated TV champ Prince laukea by 
disqualification when Dallas Page interfered. 
(03-24-97) 

—Kevin Dollop 


MISSISSIPPI! 
TUPELO—WCW Spring Stampede pay-per-view at 
the Coliseum: Rey Misterio Jr. pinned Ultimo 
Dragon ... U.S. champion Dean Malenko defeated 
Chris Benoit by disqualification when Kevin 
Sullivan interfered and hit Benoit with a wooden 
stick ... TV champion Prince laukea pinned Lord 
Steven Regal ... World Women's champion Akira 
Hokuto pinned Madusa after Luna Vachon inter- 
fered ... Public Enemy defeated Jeff Jarrett & 
Steve McMichael when Johnny Grunge pinned 
Jarrett... The match between Kevin Nash and 
Rick Steiner was declared a no-contest when refer- 
ee Nick Patrick walked out, refusing to count 
Nash's attempted pin of Steiner ... Lex Luger 
forced Booker T to submil lo his “torture rack” dur- 
ing a four-way match in which The Giant and 
Stevie Ray were also competing. Luger thus 
earned a shot at the World title ... “Diamond” 
Dallas Page pinned Randy Savage. 
(04-06-97) 

—Tom Goldblum 


NEW YORK 


BRONX—Pro Wrestling USA at Lehman College: 
The Musketeer pinned Mr. Nice ... Kid Nazim beat 
Rhino Power ... Kid Armand wrestled Larry Brisco 
to a draw ... Mike Sharpe beat Julio Alvaraza ... 
Demolition Ax, Cousin Luke, & A.J. Steele defeat- 
ed The Medic, The Spanish Angel, & The Metal 
Maniac ... Hercules Hernandez wrestled One Man 
Gang to a double-countoul ... Jimmy Snuka beat 
Greg Valentine by disqualification ... Tito Santana 
beat King Kong Bundy by disqualification. 
(04-11-97) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


ELMHURST—Extreme Championship Wrestling at 
the Elks Lodge: Little Guido defeated Chris Chetti 
... Brian Lee beat Stevie Richards ... B. Mahoney 
beat Axl Rotten ... Taz defeated Spike Dudley ... 
Rob Van Dam wrestled to a no-contest with Pit 
Bull il... Tag team champions Buh Buh Ray & D- 
Von Dudley defeated The Eliminators and The 
Gangstas in a triangle match ... Sabu defeated 
Louie Spicolll ... Tommy Dreamer & Terry Funk 
defeated Shane Douglas & Raven. 
(04-05-97) 

—Wayne Reilly 


NEW JERSEY 


CHERRY HILL—NWA Eddie Gilberl Memorial 
Brawl at the Cherry Hill West High School: The 


Beach Bums (Ray Odyssey & The Inferno Kid) 
defeated U.S. tag team champs Downward Spiral 
to win the title ... Mr. Puerto Rico beat Steve 
Corino ... The Black Scorpion pinned Donnie B 
... rommy Gilbert beat lan Rotten by submission 
.. King Kong Bundy pinned Don Montoya ... 


Lance Diamond won a triangle match against | : 


Cheetah Master and Reckless Youth to win the 
North American title .. 
Harley Lewis ... 
Severn wrestled Dory Funk Jr. to a double- 
countout ... The Icon won a battle royal ... Doug 
Gilbert beat Buddy Landell (with Jim Cornette) in 
a streetfight ... Goldust pinned Derek Domino. 
(04-12-97) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


NORTH CAROLINA 


WILMINGTON—Mid-Atlantic Wrestling at the 
Azalea Festival: David Blanchard pinned David 
Lee Gilbert ... MAW & NCW light heavyweight 
champ Kid Dynamo pinned Will o’ the Wisp ... 
Johnny Lightning beat The Nightbreed ... NCW 
champ Venom pinned Surge ... Mike Youngblood 
beat Timber the Lumberjack to win the MAW 
heavyweight champ ... The Barbarian pinned Bam 
Bam Coalson. 
(04-13-97) 

—Joe Wheeler 


MOORESVILLE—Pro Wrestling Federation al the 
Armory: Dr. Feelgood defeated Black Angel ... 
Crue! Connection || beat Black Dragon | .. 
Flaming Youth defeated Wasted Youth ... Italian 
Stallion & Rock Bottom defeated George South & 
Madd Maxxine by countout when Maxxine walked 


out on South and South chased after her. 


(04-12-97) 
—Brock Chandler 


ROXBORO—Allernative Championship Wrestling 
al the Armory: Ice beat Prince Charles .., The 
Southern Stud & David Blanchard beat David 
Lee Gilbert & Nighthawk ... Tommy Barnett 
defeated Dream Warrior ... Death & Destruction 
beat tag team champs The Heartbreak Express to 


win the title ... Rusty Allen & Rick Morton beat 
Robbie Rock & Colt Steele. 
(04-12-97) 


—Fandolph Hedrick 


ABLEMARLE—Championship Wrestling Fed- 
eration at the E.E. Waddell Center: Colt Justice 
pinned High Performance ... Fuma pinned Cage 
... Tag team champs Brimstone Shocker & Wild 
Child beat High Performance & Twin Dragon Il... 
Southern champ Kid Dynamo pinned Fuma ... 
Surge pinned Will o’ the Wisp ... Heavyweight 
champ Venom wrestled Sweet Dreams to a dou- 
ble-disqualification. 
(04-11-97) 

—Amy Tucker 


CHARLOTTE—PWF at the PWF Training Center: 
Rock Jordan beat Black Dragon |... Eddie Del 
Rio defeated junior heavyweight champion Madd 
Maxxine by disqualification ... Black Angel beat 
Count Dracula ... George South & Dr. Feelgood 


beat Rock Jordan & Colt Justice ... Black Angel 
won an eight-man battle royal. 
(04-10-97) 

—Dan Parris 


SYLVA—National Championship Wrestling at. 
Bailey's Night Life: Heron defeated Wolverine ... 


Ricky Rockett defeated The Scarecrow by dis- | 


.. Phoenix beat Cham Pain in a best- 
(Continued on page 50) 


qualification . 


Marty Jannetty pinned — 
Heavyweight champion Dan 
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3. Money-saving coupons for wrestling 
publications, training, equipment, memor- 
abilia and more. 


Only $12.95 + $2 S/H 
(Add $5 outside U.S.) 
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of-three-falls match ... The Rocker defeated Scott 
“The Bull” Raines by disqualification ... 
Dangerous Minds defeated David Jericho & 
David Young ... Tag team champions Body Count 
beat D. Rock & Rick Michaels ... Heavyweight 
champion Venom pinned Surge. 
(04-03-97) 

—Joe Wheeler & Allan Barrie 


MOUNT AIRY—AIWF at Veterans Park: TV fitle 
tournament, first round matches: Chris Windham 
pinned The Good Ol’ Boy ... Jammer beat Alex 
Rinehoff ... Non-tournament matches: The 
Scorpion defeated Johnny Reb ... The Family of 
Darkness beat The Tennessee Violence Authority 
... Lelani Kali wrestled to a double-disqualification 
with Susan Green ... Light heavyweight champion 
Robert Roma beat Tommy Devylan ... Tag team 
champions Jumpin’ Jimmy & Cyclone defeated 
The Mercenaries ... Rick Deezel beat Brian 
Danzig in a no-ropes barbed-wire match. 
(03-29-97) 

—Dean Puckett 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


CLINTON—Southern Championship Wrestling at the 
National Guard Armory: Kevin Kirby defeated J.T. 
Williams ... Lance Gaylord beat Freedom Fighter 
... Denny Cooley beat The Purple Haze ... J.W. & 
S.W. Steele fought Cruiser & Snake Lewis to a 
double-disqualification ... K.C, Thunder beat heavy- 
weight champion Johnny Dollar to win the title ... 
The House of Pain beat The Stray Cats by disquali- 
fication ... Jimmy Valiant & The Desperado defeat- 
ed The Nightmare & J.J. Justice. 
(03-29-97) 

—Dan Parris 


GREER—PWF at the Armory: The Black Dragons 
defeated tag team champions The Overlords to 
win the belts ... Dr, Feelgood beat Black Angel ... 
Cruel Connection Il defeated Bulldog ... Flaming 
Youth defeated Count Dracula ... Heavyweight 
champion Italian Stallion beat George South, As 
the result of a prematch stipulation, Stallion was 
permitted to cut some of Madd Maxxine’s hair 
after his victory. As this happened, Maxxine 
attacked South. 
(03-29-97) 

—Brock Chandler 


TENNESSEE 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Big One Expo Center: 
The Truth Commission defeated Billy Travis & 
Flash Flanagan ... Steven Dunn defeated Brakus 
by disqualification ... Tank beat Bobby Bolton ... 
Mike Samples defeated Steve Boz ... Tag team 
champs The Shooting Stars defeated The Truth 
Commission ... Dutch Mantel beat Ox Brody by 
disqualification ... Southern champion Brian 
Christopher beat The New Razor Ramon ... King 
Reginald (with Queen Nikki) defeated Jerry 
Lawler to win the heavyweight title after Queen 
Nikki threw powder into Lawler’s eyes. 
(04-12-97) 

—Mark Mitchell 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Big One Expo Center: 
Mabel beat Dutch Mantel ... Bill Dundee wrestled 
Brackus to a double-countout ... Steven Dunn beat 
Tank ... Flash Flanagan & Billy Travis beat tag 
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team champs The Truth Commission to win the title 
... Mike Samples beat Bobby Bolton in a stretcher 
match ... King Reginald & Queenie beat Jerry 
Lawler & Downtown Bruno ... Brian Christopher 
defeated Southern champion Elijah to win the belt. 
(03-29-97) 

—Mark Mitchell 


JOHNSON CiTY—Tennessee Mountain Wrestling at 
the Parks & Recreation Center: Dr. Dan beat Hot Dog 
Willie ... Spoiler | beat James Blevins by disqualifi- 
cation ... Heavyweight champ Chris Power beat 
Jimmy Golden ... Ricky Rocker & David Jericho 
defeated Eddie Golden & Rusty Riddle ... Tim Reed 
wrestled Jeff Anderson to a double-countout ... 
James Blevins won a 10-man pole match. 
(04-11-97) 

—Bill Needham 


KNOXVILLE—TMW at Holston Elementary School: 
J.T. Coalminer wrestled to a 10-minute time-limit 
draw with Hot Dog Willie ... Dr. Dan & The 
Orderly defeated Chaos & Mike Powers ... Light 
heavyweight champion Ricky Rockett defeated 
Eddie Golden ... Heavyweight champ Chris 
Powers defeated Johnny Raynor ... Jeff 
Anderson wrestled to a double-countout with Tim 
Reed ... Tim Reed won a $2,000, 10-man pole 
match. 
(04-05-97) 

—Bill Needham 


NASHVILLE—USWA at the Fairgrounds Sports 
Arena: Dutch Mantel defeated Elijah by disquaiifi- 
cation ... Steven Dunn defeated Tank ... Bill 
Dundee wresiled to a double-countout with Brakus 


... Tag team champions Flash Flanagan & Billy, 


Joe Travis beat The Truth Commission ... 
Heavyweight champion Jerry Lawler beat Mike 
Samples ... Bobby Bolton & Brian Christopher 
defeated The New Diesel & New Razor Ramon. 

(04-05-97) ; 
—Frank Miller 


NASHVILLE—North American All-Star Wrestling at 
the National Guard Armory: First round of a 12-man 
single elimination tournament in which the winner 
was to receive a North American title match 
against Colorado Kid later that night: Chris 
Michaels beat Billy Briggs ... Ben Jordan defeated 
Shane Morton ... Scufflin’ Hillbilly defeated Justin 
St. John (managed by Paul Adams) ... “Flam- 
boyant” Farren Foxx beat Chad Casey ... Doug 
Gilbert defeated Kip Morris ... Buddy Landell 
defeated Tommy Rich. Second round: Jordan 
defeated Michaels ... Scufflin’ Hillbilly beat Foxx ... 
Gilbert wrestled Landell to a double-countout, elimi- 
nating both from the tournament ... Finals: Jordan 
beat Hillbilly to win a match against North American 
champ Colorado Kid ... North American champion 
Colorado Kid beat Ben Jordan. 
(03-26-97) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


RICEVILLE—All-State Wrestling at the Elementary 
School: Felix Hutton defeated The Matador ... Kid 
Lightning & Big Jess defeated Dangerous Age & 
Chester ... Chick White & The Tennessee 
Equalizer beat Dr. Dan & The Orderly ... The 
Matador, Greg Hart, & Russell Thomas defeated 
Alex & Felix Hutton & Terry Wright ... Tag team 


champions J.T. Coalminer & Chaos wrestled to 
double-countout with Tony Prichard & The Black 
Assassin ... Jimmy Golden & Tony Prichard beat 
Scott Taylor & The Black Assassin, 
(04-04-97) 

—Bill Needham 


JOHNSON CITY—WCW Saturday Night (highlights) 
tapings at Freedom Hall: Malia Hosaka defeated 
Sonoko Kato ... Rey Misterio Jr. defeated Chavo 
Guerrero Jr. ... “Diamond” Dallas Page pinned 
Scott Armstrong ... TV champion Prince laukea 
defeated Squire David Taylor ... High Voltage beat 
Galaxy & Ciclope ... Greg Valentine defeated 
Buddy Lee Parker ... Bobby Eaton beat Lord 
Steven Regal by disqualification ... The Barbarian 
& Meng defeated Big Al (formerly 911) & T. Rantula 
... Jeff Jarrett beat Villano IV ... Maxx beat Roger 
Boone ... Chris Jericho defeated J.L. ... Chris 
Benoit defeated Scotty Riggs ... Harlem Heat beat 
Scott & Steve Armstrong ... Kevin Sullivan wres- 
tled to a no-contest with Hard Body Harrison ... The 
Giant & Lex Luger defeated The Power Company 
ee Konnan & Hugh Morris defeated Psicosis & 
La Parka. 
(04-01-97) 

—Jack Powell 


LEBANON—North American All-Star Wrestling at 
the Armory: North American champion Colorado 
Kid beat Ben Jordan ... Chris Michaels defeated 
Steve Nealy ... Scufflin’ Hillbilly beat Billy Briggs 
... Blue Angel defeated Eight-Ball Jones ... Doug 
Gilbert defeated Kip Morris ... Chad Casey beat 
Farren Foxx in a lumberjack strap match in which 
fans served as lumberjacks, 
(03-29-97) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


OHIO 
BARBERTON—Independent card at the High 
School; Erik Starr defeated The Prince of 
Polyester ... Jesse Salica beat Savannah Slim ... 
The Green Hornet beat Jimmy Sherman ... Kaos 
defeated Thunder Morgan ... Ron Cumberledge 
& Preston Steele beat T. Rantula & Lord Zoltan 
... ASWA light heavyweight champion Jimmie Lee 
defeated Isha Dekimasu in a barbed-wire match. 
(04-12-97) 

—Jeff Gorman 


PENNSYLVANIA 
PITTSBURGH—WCW ait the A.J. Palumbo 
Center: Rey Misterio Jr beat Super Calo ... 
Konnan defeated La Parka ... Marcus Bagwell 
beat Scotty Riggs ... Jeff Jarrett defeated Chris 
Jericho ... Lex Luger & The Giant won a triangle 
match against Public Enemy and Harlem Heat 
... “Diamond” Dallas Page defeated Kevin 
Nash. 
(04-12-97) 

—Ed Zarley 


PUNXSUTAWNEY—Pro Wrestling Xpress at the 
Armory: North American champ “Golden Boy” 
Dennis Gregory pinned J.T. Nightmare ... 
Bonecrusher (with Gentleman Jo) beat Scott 
Venom ... “Bad Boy” Brian Anthony pinned 
Michael Spikester ... Gator beat Notorious Norm 
... Paul Atlas beat Scotty Blaze ... TV champ Lou 


(Continued on page 52) 
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Marconi beat J.B. Destiny with a Texas cloverieat 
... Heavyweight champion T. Rantula beat 
Leviathan in a falls-count-anywhere match. 
(04-05-97) 

—Jeff Gorman 


READING—Pennsylvania Championship Wrestling 
at the Cloister at St. Joseph's: Mike Quackenbush 
beat Joe Rules ... Dave Patera (with Barry 
Casino) beat Pat Shamrock ... Mark Mest pinned 
Chris Krueger ... Ace Darling (with Judd the 
Stud) beat Glen Osbourne ... Boogie Woogie 
Brown pinned Chef D.Z. Gillespie (with Barry 
Casino) ... The Inferno Kid beat Mr. Ooh La La 
(with Barry Casino) ... Viper defeated Blue 
Thunder ... Americas champion Lance Diamond 
(with Judd the Stud) pinned Rockin’ Ronnie ... 
Cheetah Master pinned heavyweight champion 
Julio Sanchez (with Judd the Stud) in a lumber- 
jack match to win the title. 
(04-04-97) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


SCRANTON—ECW at the CYC: Little Guido beat 
Chris Chetti ... B. Mahoney defeated Axl Rotten 
... Spike Dudley defeated Corporal Punishment 
... Pit Bull Il beat The Bad Crew in a handicap 
match ... Sabu beat Louie Spicolli ... Tommy 
Dreamer & Terry Funk defeated Shane Douglas & 
Brian Lee ... Tag team champions Buh Buh Ray & 
D-Von Dudley beat The Eliminators & The 
Gangstas in a triangle match ... Taz defeated Rob 
Van Dam ... Heavyweight champion Raven beat 
stevie Richards. 
(04-04-97) 

—Tom Thurmond 


ALLENTOWN—ECW at Ag Hall: Little Guido & 
Tracey Smothers beat The Lost Boys ... Ax 
Rotten defeated Spike Dudley ... Taz defeated 
Chris Chetti ... Chris Candido & Brian Lee defeat- 
ed Pit Bull ll & 8. Mahoney ... Tag team champions 
Buh Buh Ray & D-Von Dudley beat The 
Eliminators and The Gangstas in a three-way match 
... Fommy Dreamer & Beulah McGillicutty defeated 
Shane Douglas & Francine ... Heavyweight champi- 
on Raven defeated Stevie Richards (The Sandman 
was the special quest referee). 
(03-28-97) 

—Brad Bryant 


RHODE ISLAND 

BRISTOL—Century Wrestling Alliance at the Roger 
Williams College Recreation Center: The Storm 
Trooper beat Sheik Mohammed Hussein ... Bob 
Evans defeated Maverick Wild ... Billy Pearl beat 
Tre the Smooth Operator ... The Inferno Kid beat 
Rick Fuller by disqualification ... Half Nelson beat 
Tiny the Terrible ... Heavyweight champ Kevin 
sullivan beat Tony Atlas ... Joel Davis beat Boom 
Boom Bassil ... Knuckles Nelson beat Star Warrior 
... Public Enemy defeated Extreme Velocity. 
(03-28-97) 


—Rich Palladino 






INTERNATIONAL 
CANADA 
MONTREAL, QUEBEC—WCW at the Molson 
Centre: Nelson Veilleux defeated Sunny War 
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Cloud .,. The Prisoners defeated Jacques 
Comptois & Richard Charland ... Tiger Jackson 
defeated Little Broten in a midget match ... Jetf 
Jarrett defeated Chris Jericho ... Harlem Heat 
defeated The Barbarian & Meng ... Lex Luger 
was declared the winner of his match with Steve 
McMichael when Ric Flair interfered and submitted 
when Luger put him in his “torture rack” ... Karl 
Oulette defeated The Giant by disqualification 
when The Giant hit the referee ... Jacques 
Rougeau pinned World champion Hulk Hogan in a 
non-title match. 
(04-11-97) 

—Berirand Hebert 


SASKATOON, SASKATCHEWAN—Hardcore 
Wrestling Promotion at the Provincial Prairie Expo 
Grounds: Zoltan Ludwig defeated Sammy 
Sadistic ... J.T, Atlas beat Dr. James Frand ... 
Provincial champ Todd Myers beat Rex Roberts 
... Vance Nevada beal Da Gangsta ... E.Z. Ryder 
wrestled Scotty Simms to a double-disqualification 
... Crusher Carlson beat Massive Damage by dis- 
qualification. 
(04-02-97) 

—Vern May 


RIGAUD, QUEBEC—Northern Championship 
Wrestling at the Civic Center: Black Eagle & The 
Playboy defeated La Cosa Nostra ... Ivan the 
Terrible pinned The Nightstalker ... Syl the 
Sadist defeated Dream Killer ... Michel (of The 
Sweet Boys) pinned Cheethor ... Marc the 
Grizzly pinned Marcel the Gangster of Love (of 
The Sweet Boys) ... Iceman, Nightmare, & Frank 
Blues defeated Golem the Giant, Esel Krap, & 
Mike Lyons. 
(03-29-97) 
—Bertrand Hebert 

JAPAN 
NAGAOKA—All-Japan at Nagaoka City Hall: 
Tsuyoshi Kikuchi beat Yoshinobu Kanemaru ... 
Yoshinari Ogawa & Takao Omori defeated Masao 
Inoue & Tamon Honda ... Giant Baba, Rusher 
Kimura, & Mitsuo Momota defeated Mighty 
Inove, Haruka Eigen, & Masa Fuchi ... Tornado & 
Gary Albright defeated Johnny Smith & Johnny 
Ace ... Toshiaki Kawada & Maunukea Mossman 
defeated Kentaro Shiga & Jun Akiyama .., Akira 
Taue defeated Giant Kamala Il ... Stan Hansen 
wrestled to a 30-minute time-limit draw with Steve 
Williams ... Kenta Kobashi defeated Mitsuharu 
Misawa (Misawa’s Triple Crown was not at stake). 
(03-28-97) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


KUWAIT 


KUWAIT CITY—WWF at the Kazma Sporting Club: 
Freddie Joe Floyd defeated Barry Horowitz ... 
Bob Holly defeated “Brooklyn Brawler” Steve 
Lombardi ... The Road Warriors beat Leif 
Cassidy & The New Diesel ... Tiger Ali Singh 
defeated Mankind ... World champion The 
Undertaker defeated Big Van Vader ... Steve 
Austin defeated Davey Boy Smith ... Bret Hart 
beat Billy Gunn ... Ahmed Johnson defeated Bart 
Gunn .,. The Headbangers beat Henry & Phineas 
Godwinn. 
(04-12-97) 

—Gregory Warthen 


SOUTH AFRICA 
PRETORIA—WW/F at the Carousel Arena: World 
champion The Undertaker pinned Crush ... 
Intercontinental champion Rocky Malvia beat The 
Sultan ... Aldo Montoya pinned T.L. Hopper ... Flash 
Funk beat+ Salvatore Sincere ... Doug Furnas & Phil 
Lafon beat The New Blackjacks ... Jesse James 
beat D-Lo Brown ... Ahmed Johnson pinned Savio 
Vega ... Hunter Hearst Helmsley beat Goldust. 
(04-08-97) 

—Fonald Bowgar 


DURBAN—WWF at Westridge Stadium: Aldo 
Montoya defeated Salvatore Sincere ... Jesse 
James pinned T.L. Hopper ... Flash Funk pinned 
D-Lo Brown ... World champion The Undertaker 
battled Bret Hart to a double-countout ... Ahmed 
Johnson pinned Crush ... Doug Furnas & Phil 
Lafon beat The New Blackjacks ... Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley defeated Goldust ... Intercontinental 
champion Rocky Maivia pinned Savio Vega. 
(04-06-97) 

—Honald Bowgar 


THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
SEPTEMBER 





NEW YORK 


NEW YORK—WWWF at Madison Square Garden: 
Edouard Carpentier beat The Magnificent Maurice 
... The Fabulous Kangaroos defeated Pedro 
Morales & Lucas Pestrano ... Brute Bernard and 
Tim Woods wrestled to a 20-minute draw .., 
“Calypso” Dory Dixon defeated Pedro Rodriquez 
... Farmer Pete & Tiny Tim defeated Irish Jackie & 
sky Low Low ina midget tag team match ... Vittorio 
Apollo pinned Skull Murphy ... WWF World 
chamion Bruno Sammartino & Bobo Brazil wrestled 
Gorilla Monsoon & Hans Mortier to a draw. 
(09-16-63) 
—PWiI Archives 

FLORIDA 
MIAMI—NWA at the Miami Beach Auditorium: The 
Australians beat Masao Ota & Miguel Feliciano 
.. Loule Tillet & Sonny King wrestled Jackie 
Fargo & Jerry Jarrett to a draw ... Ole Anderson 
defeated Johnny Walker ... Bill Watts pinned 
Skandor Akbar ... Mr. Wrestling beat Ronnie 
Garvin ... Dick Murdoch & Bobby Duncum 
defeated Don Curtis & Jack Brisco. 
(09-08-71) 

—Tom Williamson 


TENNESSEE 


MEMPHIS—CWA at the Mid-South Coliseum: Lou 
Winston pinned Nick Adams ... The Killer beat 
Jerry Bryant ... Tracy Smothers & Paul Diamond 
defeated The Mod Squad in a loser-leaves-town 
match ... Jeff Jarrett & Pat Tanaka beat Akio Sato 
& Tarzan Goto by disqualification ... The Wrestling 
Bear defeated Tojo Yamamoto & J.D. Costello ina 
handicap match ... Uncle Giant Hillbilly, Cousin 
Junior, & Tommy Rich beat Fire, Flame, & Torch 
... Jerry Lawler & Bam Bam Bigelow defeated 
Larry Sharpe & Mountain Link by disqualification. 
(09-20-86) 

—Frank Miller 
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NOVEMBER 1991* 
Cover: Steiners & Gigante 
Poster: Lex Luger 


DECEMBER 1991* 

Cover: Lex Luger 

Poster: Sting 

JANUARY 1992* 

Cover: Sting 

Posier: Steve Austin & Lady 
Blossom 


FEBRUARY 71992* 

Cover: Special Holiday Issue! 
Poster: 1992 
calendar/wrestlers’ birthdays 


MARCH 1992* 

Cover: 1991 awards/year in 
review 

Poster: Dustin Rhodes 


MAY 1992* 
Gover: Steiners 
Poster: Brian Pillman 


JUNE 1992* 

Cover: Sting’s Army vs. 
Dangerous Alliance 
Poster: Rick Steamboat 


© NOVEMBER 1991 

© DECEMBER 1991 

O JANUARY 1992 

FEBRUARY 1992 

OQ MARCH 1992 

OQ) MAY 1992 

C) JUNE 1992 

OQ) JULY 1992 

Q AUGUST 1992 

O SEPTEMBER 1992 

O OCTOBER 1992 
NOVEMBER 1992 


: 





JULY 1992* 
Cover: Sting 
Poster: Rick Rude 


: AUGUST 1992* 

: Cover: Big Van Vader 

: Poster: Paul E. Dangerously 
: dartboard 


: SEPTEMBER 1992* 

: Cover: Nikita Koloff vs. 

: Rick Rude 

: Poster: Rick Rude/Missy Hyatt 


OCTOBER 1992" 

: Cover: Williams & Gordy vs. 
: Steiners 

Poster: Barry Windham 

' NOVEMBER 1992* 


: Cover: Ron Simmons 
: Poster: Madusa 


| DECEMBER 1992* 
: Cover: Jake Roberts 
: Poster: Nikita Koloff 


' JANUARY 1993* 
: Cover: Brian Pillman 
; Poster: Ron Simmons 


7 FEBRUARY 1993* 


: Cover: Starrcade ’92 
: Poster: Sting 


: MARCH 1993* 

: Cover: 1992 awards/year in 
: review 

: Poster: 1993 calendar/WCW 
: history 


APRIL 1993* 
: Cover: Rick Rude & Madusa 
: Poster: 2 Cold Scorpio 


: JULY 193° 
: Cover: Sting 
: Poster: Big Van Vader 


- OCTOBER 1993* 
: Cover: War Games preview 
: Poster: Johnny B. Badd 


: NOVEMBER 1993* 

: Cover: Halloween Havoc 

: preview 

: Plus: Nastys, Rude, U.K. tour 
: DECEMBER 1993* 

: Cover: Battle Bowl preview 

: Plus: Dustin, Horsemen, Clash 


| JANUARY 1994 
:’ Interview special: Nastys, 
! sting, Rude, Vader, Dustin 


_ FEBRUARY 1994 
: Cover: Ric Flair 
: Plus: Steamboat, Havoc, Payne : 





BACK ISSUES OF THE 
ORIGINAL WCW MAGAZINE 


wrestling magazines ever published. Until recently, these magazines had been neatly stored in 
an air-controlled warehouse. Now, once again, they are available to the public! 


: MARCH 1994 

: Year-end awards: Flair, Vader, 
: Rude, Bagwell & Scorpio, 

: more! 


| MAY 1994 

: Cover: Bobby Heenan’s WCW 
: Guide 

: Plus: Boss, Orndorff & Roma 
| JUNE 1994 

: Cover: Spring Stampede 

i Preview 

: Plus: Simmons, Arn, Nastys, 

| Badd 

: JULY 1994 

: Cover: Sting 

: Plus: Flair, Nastys, Vader-Jack 
COLLECTOR’S SPECIAL #1* 

Eight giant 32” x 22” posters 

: COLLECTOR’S SPECIAL #4* 


: Powerpix! Sting, Vader, 
Pillman, Austin, more! 


: COLLECTOR’S SPECIAL #5* 
: Puzzles & Games—tross- 
; words, trivia quizes, more! 


| * ALL SLICK, ALL COLOR! 


Please send me the back issues | have checked below. | have 
enclosed $5 check or money order for each copy ordered. 


(1) MARCH 1993 
© APRIL 1993 

O JULY 1993 

€) OCTOBER 1993 


(J NOVEMBER 1993 


CL) DECEMBER 1993 
Q) JANUARY 1994 
C) FEBRUARY 1994 
€) MARGH 1994 

O MAY 1994 

O JUNE 1994 

O) JULY 1994 

© SPECIAL #1 

Q SPECIAL #4 
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Make check or money order payable to 


LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 

And send to: 

~ WCW BACK ISSUE DEPARTMENT 
P.O. Box 910 

Ft. Washington, PA 19034 






Offer good in U.S. only. Ganada and all other countries $/ per issue. 
International money order in U.S. funds only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


New World Order. 

Tell Mister J to keep up the good 
work! He definitely has a style that is 
well-suited for PW/, and he has the 
ability to make wrestling fans laugh 
with his satirical look at the sport. 

MARY ALLENBACH 
New York, NY 

[Editor’s Note: “Mister J” is Jason 
Conlan, and he is based in Auchen- 
flower, Australia. ] 


OH, GEORGE! 

Hello, PW/! You have the distinct 
privilege of being written to by the 
greatest wrestler of all-time, Gorgeous 
George IT]. I’m taking time out of my 
ever-so-busy schedule (as well as my 
numerous leisure activities) to let you 
know I’m concerned with your lack of 
coverage on the “Gorgeous One.” You 
see, my name alone is synonymous 
with greatness. Before there was Ric 
Flair, there was Gorgeous George. 
Before there was Hulk Hogan, there 
was Gorgeous George. Roddy Piper 
likes to talk about icons, but I’m the 


Gorgeous George Ill (shown against 
David Haskins) wrote to tell us he’s 
unhappy with the coverage he has 
received in PWI. 
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After watching ECW’s first pay- aarlow! Barely Legal, which featured some great 


action between Stevie Richards and Terry Funk, reader Gene Sybert is convinced 


that ECW deserves world title status. 


true icon of the sport. Even PWI/ 
wouldn’t be in existence without Gor- 
geous George. 

WWE and WCW, take notice, for 
when I decide to compete for either 
one, | will take my rightful throne as 
the king of wrestling. 

GORGEOUS GEORGE III 
Hollywood, CA 


ULTIMATE REFERENCE TOOL 

I can’t thank PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED enough for publishing 
The 1997 Wrestling Almanac And 
Book Of Facts. | didn’t think it would 
be possible, but this year’s book was 
even more informative than last 
year’s. 

| keep a copy of the Almanac in my 


home library and use it all the time. 


When a new wrestler comes on the 
scene, I search through the issue to see 
where his name pops up. What titles 
has he held? Where did he rank in the 
“PWI 500” in, say, 1995? What is his 
record in pay-per-views? The 
Almanac has it all! 

Unlike sports like baseball or box- 
ing, pro wrestling never seems to go 
out of its way to stress its past. The 
Almanac, on the other hand, honors 


the athletes and events from the past 
that have brought us to this point in 
history. | appreciate that, and I’m sure 
my fellow fans—and the great 
wrestlers of the past— appreciate that, 
as well. 
LEN BOWMAN 
Oneonta, NY 


WORLD OF EXTREMES 

I think the “PW/ Poll” question as 
to whether or not Extreme Champi- 
onship Wrestling deserves world title 
status was answered by the success of 
their first pay-per-view, Barely Legal. 
Barely Legal was the best independent 
promotion pay-per-view I’ve ever 
seen! It was the greatest! After seeing 
the nonstop action of the three-way 
match, I believe Stevie Richards 
deserves praise for his efforts. He has 
definitely blossomed into one of the 
top stars in the federation, and I don’t 
think it will be long before he’s in 
WCW or the WWE. 

Now that Terry Funk has the title, I 
think it’s time for PW/ to acknowl- 
edge it as the world title it rightfully 
should be. 

GENE SYBERT 
Philadelphia ["] 
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other. Piper remembered that 
day in North Carolina because 
Flair tested him. Flair didn’t 
remember the night as vividly, 
but easily recalled some of their 
battles. 

“Piper was never the biggest 
man or the strongest man, but he 
was always one of the toughest 
men,’ Flair said. “Maybe fhe 
toughest. The worst thing you 
could ever do against Piper was 
underestimate him or go into the 
ring unprepared. You’d end up 
taking the worst beating of your 
life. | remember matches against 
him when | hurt for days after- 
ward and | would say to myself, 
How did a man that size do this 


flair & piper 
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(Continued from page 21) 


to me? But you know what? | 
always looked forward to the next 
time we met.” 

Many longtime observers of 
the Piper-Flair relationship be- 
lieve their latest friendship was 
possible only because Flair 
wasn’t able to wrestle. If Flair 
could have wrestled, he would 
have wanted to wrestle Hogan, 
and that would have stolen the 
spotlight from Piper. Piper would 
have resisted Flair’s intrusion, 
and that would have resulted in 
another chapter of the Flair-Piper 
war. Now, with Flair. set to return 
to the ring, the relationship is in 
danger. This spotlight has room 
for only two men: Hogan and 


We think it might be time for all the talking 
to end. These two all-time greats are near- | 
ing the end of their careers, and quite 
frankly, we wouldn't mind seeing a few 
more Flair-Piper matches. 
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somebody else. The other person 
could be Piper, or it could be 
Flair. Piper disagrees with that 
assessment, but he acknowl- 
edges a match against Flair 
wouldn't be unwelcome. 

“We never settled anything,” 
Piper said. “All those years of 
fighting and we walked away from 
the ring without a definite winner.” 

Flair sees it a different way: 
“I’ve won all these world titles. 
What's he won? Not one. To me, 
that settles it. Heck, ‘Hot Rod’ has 
had a great career, but the line 
that divides us is pretty thick. You 
should remember that.” 

To Piper, those might sound like 
fighting words. They probably do.{_] 


__—,,. } 
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toughest guys | ever knew. He 
took his knocks, he climbed 
through the ranks, and when they 
knocked him down again, he kept 
climbing. Austin never got an even 
break, not until he teamed with 
me, of course, but he never com- 
plained. He just worked on getting 
better. | 

Guts was the best thing Austin 
ever had going for him. That and 
his talent and arrogance. Last 
year, when | heard he was in the 
WWF and calling himself “Stone- 


It would be hard to argue that Austin has changed or toned down his style a lot in recent months, 
but Pillman believes that we’re are just now seeing the beginning of his transformation into a wimp. 


Cold” Steve Austin, | figured here it 
was: He finally got the break he 
needed, and now he’s going to do 
something with it. But you know 
what happened? The going got a 
little tough, he lost a few matches 
he shouldn’t have lost, and he 
turned soft. 

That's right. I’m telling you right 
here he turned soft. For the first 
time in his career, he heard the 
fans cheering for him instead of 
against him, and he got drunk on 
the feeling. There’s no other way to 
describe it. The day that the fans 
started cheering for Austin was the 
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(Continued from page 34) 


day his career started going down- 
hill fast. ’'ve seen it happen a mil- 
lion times. Heck, it nearly hap- 
pened to me. 

Those fans will turn a guy soft, 
even a guy as tough as Austin. 
Before long, Austin will be com- 
ing to the ring dancing to music, 
high-fiving people, and telling the 
fans how much he loves them. 
He'll start selling “Stone-Cold” 
dolls. Then he'll stop scratching 
and clawing. You know what 
happens when Austin stops 





scratching and clawing? He dies. 
He becomes an ordinary wrestler 
that nobody cares about. Then 
he disappears and everyone for- 
gets he existed. 

Look at Steve Austin. Look him 
in the eye. He has the look of a 
killer and the mind of the devil. 
There was a time when he'd do 
anything to win, and when he 
makes a promise, he keeps it. 
That's why when he said he was 
coming to my house, | was pretty 
damn scared, because | knew he 
planned on doing it. That man is 
one of the meanest dudes | ever 


met, and even after all we went 
through, I’m proud to say he used 
to be my tag team partner. 

Here’s one other thing: The 
fans used to hate Austin and me. 
Sure, the women went crazy over 
us, but their boyfriends weren't 
too happy. And you know how 
much it bothered him to get 
booed? Not at all. He ate it up. It 
was like energy for his twisted, 
demented soul. If they were boo- 
ing him, he knew he was doing 
something right. 

Now you know 
what? They’re cheer- 
ing him, and that 
should tip him off that 
he’s doing something 
wrong. Fans don’t 
always like a wrestler 
who will do anything 
to win. They don’t like 
a wrestler who cuts 
out pages from the 
rulebook and uses 
them to blow his nose. 
They don’t like a 
wrestler whose atti- 
tude is, “I’m not here 
to please anybody but 
me, and | don’t give a 
damn about what you 
think.” That's the way 
Steve Austin used to 
be. 

Steve, you lost your edge. 
You've gone soft. It’s over for you 
as long as you keep listening to 
those stupid fans. You think Bret 
Hart’s on the wrong side? Well, 
that’s the side you should be on, 
and if you can’t understand that, 
then you've lost touch with your 
little world. Those fans, they’re 
wearing their Austin 3:16 T-shirts, 
and you think that’s the greatest 
thing that ever happened. 

Let me tell you something, 
Steve. | don’t know if that’s a pas- 
sage from the Bible, but if it is, it's 
about the death of your career. [] 
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Raven had Terry Funk down, beaten, and bloody during the ECW title match at 
Barely Legal, but he just couldn't beat him—not even with the help of woman 


wrestler Reggie Bennett. 


FUNK: That’s a good point, Bill, 
and a lot of what you’re saying is 
true. I’m not going to sit here and 
claim that I’m as active now as | 
was 20 years ago, or even 10 years 
ago ... 
MANKIEWICZ: When you had 
that great feud with Ric Flair for the 
NWA World title. 

FUNK: Well, I’ve heard people 
say that was my last great stand. | 
don’t think of it that way. In my 
mind, winning the ECW World title 
is pretty serious business. But if you 
remember, back then | said some- 
thing about not wanting to wrestle if 
| couldn’t be champion. Well, I’m 
World champion now. The whole 
equation has changed. There are dif- 
ferent things to consider. 

ROSENBAUM: But retiring as 
champion ... that has to be the 
dream of every great wrestler. Going 
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out on top and in grand style. 

Doesn’t that count for something? 
FUNK: Listen to me when | tell 

you this: Every great wrestler’s 


dream is to wrestle at the top of his 
game until he’s a hundred years old, 
if not older. You know, my dad was 
a wrestler, my brother is a wrestler, 
and I’m a wrestler. Call me stupid, 
but wrestling’s just in my blood. It 
always will be. To tell you the truth, 
| don’t hear none of those ECW fans 
screaming for my retirement. 
ROSENBAUM: We've already 
discussed how you've cut back on 
your wrestling schedule, but you cer- 
tainly haven't cut back on your 
activity once you're in the ring. You 
still go all-out. In that match at 


_ Barely Legal, you were bleeding like 


crazy, and when The Sandman came 
after you wrapped in barbed wire, | 
figured there’d be blood all over the 
arena. Then you have to take on 
Raven immediately afterward, and 
you were up to the task. 

FUNK: As long as the blood’s still 
pumping, even if it’s pumping its 
way out of this old body, I’ll keep on 
going, Ain’t no use stepping into the 
ring if you’re not going to give it 
your all, and if you’re going to let a 
little blood get in your way, there’s 
just no use even bothering. This 
sport’s never been for the faint of 
heart, and nobody’s ever accused 
me of being faint of heart. 





MANKIEWICZ: Is your wife faint 
of heart? 

FUNK: I gave her the choice. She 
didn’t have to come to the arena 
that night. Nobody was dragging 
her. She chose to come. | guess 
maybe she’s become as immune to 
some of this stuff as | have, though | 
don’t think she liked it when I 
hugged her when | had all that 
blood all over me (Laughs). She 
knows by now that for all the bleed- 
ing and broken bones, I’m gonna 
come out of it alive. At least I’m 
pretty confident that | am. | think 
she is, too, though it’s hard to tell 
sometimes. We don’t much talk 
about it. 

ROSENBAUM: | wonder how she 
felt when Reggie Bennett jumped 
into the ring and piledrived you. 

FUNK: Embarrassed. But Reggie 
Bennett’s a big woman, as big and 
tough as any man. Heck, maybe she 
is a man, | don’t know. You see 
stranger things these days. But you 
know what | was thinking at that 
very moment? | was thinking about 
Tommy Dreamer’s vow that he 


“It’s not that kind of corner’”’ 


wouldn’t interfere in the match, and 
| was hoping he had reconsidered. 

APTER: Which he had. 

FUNK: Good thing, but I have 
faith in myself. I’ve worked my way 
out of stickier situations, and | 
would’ve worked my way out of 
that one. 


MANKIEWICZ: Come to think of | 


it, you've retired before and come 
back. 
FUNK: And that could happen 


again. Nothing’s final in this world | 


except death, and | ain’t even sure 
about that. You just never know 
what's going to happen. 

APTER: Speaking of final, Terry, 
we think we owe it to you to let you 
have the final word today. 

FUNK: Fine. I’d just like to thank 
Tommy Dreamer again for being so 
gracious. He showed a lot of sports- 
manship and character by doing 
what he did. I’m just glad | was able 
to live up to his expectations. | also 
want to thank the people out there 
who never stopped believing in 
Terry Funk. Their support means a 
lot to me. a 
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bh BGES EACH MAN PRAY | 
sc FOR THE OTHER'S DOOM? 

AN OPEN LETTER TO 
x REC STEAMBOAT 


7 The Horley Roce Story: 
ss “HATRED i av ae 
» THE FEAR THAT WIL 
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SKULL AND A SKULL 
Skull Murphy was one of the 
scariest rulebreakers of the 1960s 
.. and if you look at this photo, 
you'll have no trouble figuring out 
why some parents back then 
would write to TV stations and ask 
that Murphy not be allowed to 
wrestle on TV. Their kids were 
having nightmares about him. 
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SAME DUSTY, DIFFERENT MASKED MAN 

The very first issue of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED (cover-dated 
September 1979) featured a shot of Dusty Rhodes and Mil Mascaras, 
so 18 years later, Dusty figured it was time he posed with another high- 
flying masked superstar, Rey Misterio Jr. Only problem was they didn't 
nue match the pose from 1979. We'll try again in, say, the year 2015. 
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MEET BILL DUNDEE: __ 


HIGH-FLYING SENSATION! 
Young USWA fans might not know 
it, but when Bill Dundee was 
younger, he had a pretty decent 
aerial attack. He’s more of a mat 
wrestler now, but in 1979, when he 
battled AWA World champion Nick 
Bockwinkel in Memphis, he would 
attack from all angles. 





WHO IS THAT YOUNG UP-AND-COMER IN THE MIDDLE? 
This photo was taken in a dressing room at Madison Square Garden in 
1971. Obviously, that’s Pedro Morales on the left, and Dory Funk Sr. is 
on the right, but the man in the middle is ... none other than the reigning 
ECW heavyweight champ, Terry Funk. He was just 27 at the time, but 
he was actually not an up-and-comer. He was six years into his pro 
career. The Funks helped train Morales early in his career. 
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Every other month, Pro Wrestling Illustrated will pore through its 


massive photo collection to bring you some of the most unique photographs 
the mat world has ever seen! 
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JNDER THIS STRIPED REFEREE’S SHIRT : “CARE FOR A DRINK, WOLFMAN?” 
BEATS THE HEART OF A RAVING LUNATIC : Female valets interfere in matches all the time 
Does anyone know what specifically happened to Bill : now, but there has never been a woman in 
Alfonso that transformed him from respected NWA : wrestling quite like Hatpin Mary. She was just a 
referee (taking action against Lex Luger) to what he is : fan, but she regularly made her presence known 
today, an out-of-control ECW manager? We don’t. Just: in the 1950s by running toward the ring and 
when you thought he was settling in as Taz’ manager, he : poking the wrestlers with pins from her hat. In 
switches his loyalties to Sabu. It’s scary to think this man : this case, however, she waved a baby bottle at 
once was counted upon to officiate some of the NWA’s_ =: The Wolfman to let him how tough she thought 
most important matches. : he wasn't. 
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——e ee HE'D TAKE ON ANYONE! 
“IT'S LIKE MY WHOLE WORLD HAS BEEN : Legendary tough guy Dr. Bill Miller, who had 


TURNED UPSIDE-DOWN” : some great matches with Ray Stevens and 

Yes, this picture is just a little deceiving. It appears : Bruno Sammartino during his long career and 
Tarzan Zorra is just hanging around in the corner of the : also won the AWA World title as the masked Mr. 
ring contemplating his next move, but what really : Min 1962, died in March, but those who 
happened was he was thrown into the corner during a ; watched him won't soon forget him. Not only was 
match with Buddy Rogers and ended up in this position : he tough inside the ring, but he didn’t back down 
for a few seconds before tumbling onto the floor. - from hecklers, either. 
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TOP 10 


] THE UNDERTAKER 
328, parts unknown 
{1) WWE World champion 

2 LEX LUGER 
265, Chicago, Il 

(2) No. 2 contender: WCW World title 

OWEN HART 
227, Calgary, Alberta 
(-) WWF Intercontinental champion 
DEAN MALENKO 


q 216, Tampa, FL 

(6) U.S. Lecniversleda champion 
5 THE GIANT 

430, parts unknown 

(4) No. 3 contender: WCW World title 
5 AHMED JOHNSON 

305, Pearl River, MS 

(9) No. 4 contender: WWF World title 
7 STEVE AUSTIN 

241, Dallas, TX 

(5) Ne. 2 contender: WWF World title 
g DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 

260, Tampa, FL 

(8) No. 4 contender: WCW World title 


Q SYXX 
212, Minneapolis, MN 
: he 


jon 
10 TERRY FUNK 
247, Amarillo, TX 
=) ECw ¢ on 
Wwcw WWE 
World Champion: World Champion: 
HULK HOGAN THE UNDERTAKER 
(C) 275, Venice Beach, CA (C) 328, parts unknown 
1—DEAN MALENKO 1—ROCKY MAIVIA 
(1) 216, Tampa, FI (10) 272, Pearl City, HI 
2—LEX LUGER 2—BRET HART 
(2) 265, Chicago, Il (2) 235, Calgary, Alberta 
3—THE GIANT 3—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
(4) 430, parts unknown (-) 245, leeds, England 
4—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 4—THE UNDERTAKER 


(3) 260, Tampa, Fl (6) 328, parts unknown 


YXX 5—FAAROOQ 

(-) 212, Minneapolis, MN (8) 260, Perry, GA 
6—KEVIN NASH 6—AHMED JOHNSON 

(6) 356, Detroit, MI (5) 255, Pearl River, MS 
7—ULTIMO DRAGON 7—THE SULTAN 

(7) 175, Mexico City, Mexico (-) 283, Tehran, Iran 
8—CHRIS BENOIT 8—BIG VAN VADER 

(8) 218, Edmonton, Alberta (7) 450, Denver, CO 
9—LORD STEVEN REGAL 9—GOLDUST 


(9) 247, Blackpool, England (9) 254, Austin, TX 
10—REY MISTERIO JR. 


(5) 140, San Diego, CA (1) 279, Greenwich, CT 
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Terry Funk 


TAG TEAMS 


i OWEN HART & DAVEY BOY SMI 
Combined weight: 472 pounds 
___{1) WWF World tag team champions 
2 THE GIANT & LEX LUGER 
Combined weight: 695 pounds 
(2) No. 1 contenders: WCW World title 
THE ROAD WARRIORS 
Combined weight: 560 pounds 
(3) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
4 THE ELIMINATORS 
Combined weight: 459 pounds 
9) ECW team champions 
5 RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
Combined weight: 483 pounds 
{-) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
6 SABU & ROB VAN DAM 
Combined weight; 447 pounds 
___[-) No. 1 contenders: ECW tag title 
7 HARLEM HEAT 
Combined weight: 550 pounds 
__[4) No. 3 contenders: WCW World tag title 
8 JEFF JARRETT & STEVE MCMICH. 
Combined weight: 500 pounds 
____[-) No. 4 contenders: WCW World tag title 
-) DOUG FURNAS & PHIL LAFON 
Combined weight: 475 pounds 
(8) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 
10 THE BLACKJACKS 
Combined weight: 582 pounds 


(-) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag title 


USWA 
USWA Champion: 


KING REGINALD 
(C) 233, Memphis, TN 


1—ELIJAH 
(1) 273, parts unknown 


2—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 


(3) 230, Memphis, TN 
3—REGGIE B. FINE 

(4) 215, Memphis, TN 
4—STEVEN DUNN 

(2) 240, Tampa, FL 
5—BiILL DUNDEE 

(3) 219, Melbourne, Australia 
6—WOLFIE D 

(2) 250, parts unknown 
7—MIKE SAMPLES 

[-) 252, Indianapolis, IN 
8—BILLY TRAVIS 

(5) 218, Houston, TX 
9—J.C. ICE 

(9) 221, Memphis, TN 


10—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 10—THE INTERROGATOR 


(-) 251, parts unknown 


ECW 


ECW Champion: 


TERRY FUNK 
(C) 247, Amarillo, TX 


1—RAVEN 
(1) 235, Short Hills, NJ 
2—STEVIE RICHARDS 
(3) 227, Philadelphia, PA 
3—TAZ 
(4) 248, Red Hook, NY 
4—SHANE DOUGLAS 
(2) 240, Pittsburgh, PA 
5—TOMMY DREAMER 
(7) 245, Yonkers, NY 
6—THE SANDMAN 
|-) 244, Philadelphia, PA 
7—ROB VAN DAM 
(9) 227, Battle Creek, MI 
8—SABU 
(5) 220, Bombay 
9—LOUIE SPICOLLI 
(-) 248, los Angeles, CA 


10—AXL ROTTEN 


(10) 302, Philadelphia, PA 





OFFICIAL RATINGS 





op 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
ach wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 
are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that 
ames to our offices, All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in-each cate- 
ry; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position 
in that category fast 1 issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category lasi issue. while (C) indicates the 
wrestler was champion in that category last issue, 





MOST POPULAR 


] STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 
____hast issue: No. 1 Mos? Popular 
2 AHMED JOHNSON 
255, Pearl River, MS 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 
| RODDY PIPER 
247, Glasgow, Scotland 
___Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular 
dh THE UNDERTAKER 
328, parts unknown 
____Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular_ 
i DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 
260, Tampa, FL 
Las? issue: No. 2 Most Popular 
5 LEX LUGER 
265, Chicago, IL 
: _Last issue: Ne. 7 Mos? Popular 
7 SHAWN MICHAELS 
234, San Antonio, TX 
Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular 
8 RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular 
Q GOLDUST 
254, Austin, TX 
Last issue: unrated 
10 THE GIANT 


430, parts unknown 
Last issue: No, 9 Most Popular 


NEW JAPAN 
IWGP Champion: 
SHINYA HASHIMOTO 
(C) 287, Gisu, Japan 
1—MASA CHONO 
(1) 235, Tokyo, Japan 
2—RIKI CHOSHU 
(3) 246, Yamaguchi, Japan 
3—KELJI MUTO 
(2) 245, Tokyo, Japan 
4—KENSUKE SASAKI 
(4) 233, Tokyo, Japan 
5—SHIRO KOSHINAKA 
(6) 225, Tokyo, Japan 
6—TATSUMI FUJINAMI 
(5) 234, Oita, Japan 
7—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
(8) 270, Tokyo, Japan 
8—SATOSHI KOJIMA 
(7) 223, Tokyo, Japan 
9—JUSHIN LIGER 
(9) 206, Hiroshima, Japan 
10—SHINJIRO OTANI 
(10) 215, Yokohama, Japan 











MOST HATED 


] BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 


Lasi issue: No. 1 Mest Hated 


2 KEVIN NASH 
354, Detroit, Mi 


Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated 


3 HULK HOGAN 
275, Venice Beach, CA 


Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 


4, BIG VAN VADER 
450, Denver, CO 
Last issue: unrated 

5 RANDY SAVAGE 
23/, sarasota, FL 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 


6 OWEN HART 

227, Calgary, Alberta 

Las? issue: No. 8 Most Hated 
7 SCOTT HALL 

290, Miami, FL 


Last issue: unrated 


# SYXX 
712, Minneapolis, MN 


Last issue: Nc. 10 Most Hated 


) JIM NEIDHART 
275, Tampa, FL 
Last issue: unrated 
10 SABU 
220, Bombay 


.Last issue: unrated 


ALL-JAPAN 
Triple Crown Champion: 
MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(C) 228, Sailama, Japan 
1—TOSHIAK! KAWADA 
(3) 245, Tizhigi, Japan 
2—KENTA KOBASHI 
(1) 261, Tokyo, Japan 
3—AKIRA TAUE 
(2) 265, Tokyo, Japan 
4—STEVE WILLIAMS 
(4) 265, Norman, OK 
5—JOHNNY ACE 
(7) 250, San Bernadino, CA 
6—STAN HANSEN 
(5) 322, Borger, TX 
7=JUN AKIYAMA 
(6) 230, Hiroshima, Japan 
8—GARY ALBRIGHT 
(8) 343, Billings, MT 
9-—MASA FUCHI 
(9) 225, Tokyo, Japan 
10—YOSHINARI OGAWA 
(10) 202, Fichigi, Japan 


For period ended April 30, 1997 
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CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


ese ralings are st 107: Pata of this magazine. 
We have ah vl i our poling bape each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assi each position a 
point value; 10 points for a frstploce, rating sine r second 
place, and so on. The point values for all wrest in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'l present the pp finishers in cate- 
ry. While our regular ratings e past Shin , these cumu- 
tive ratings give an indication of wer trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 
1—SHAWN MICHAELS vbbpsncaspevsecevensensesrastesveele points 
2—LEX LUGE vansccacascscovascccsccossovsdstunanacanasnese de points 
J—SID VICIOUS 4 w cncencssccnparessuasevosnsneusseesssgusssee points 
Am THE GIANT cscescecosccsossssecsserssssersseszeceesecens 47 points 
5—THE UNDERTAKER. ccccscvesccsescesscecssnssessscesss40 points 


TAG TEAMS 
1~OWEN HART & DAVEY BOY SMITH.............85 points 
Q—SCOTT HALL & KEVIN NASH ......-ssrese0s0000064 points 
S—HARLEM HEAT ...cscscesescssesessrscsereresessreneene5 7 points 
4—HENRY & PHINEAS GODWINN........:0-0-++...46 points 
Be THE ELIMINATORS ..csseccscsorsersssesssersereeseeee40 points 


ATLANTIC COAST CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Viper; 1—Gorgeous George III 

2—tThe Barbarian; 3—Greg Valentine; 4—Jim Neidhart; 5—Tommy Gunn; 6—Rick Morton; 7— 

David Jericho; 8—Mike Maverick: 9—Brutus Beefcake: 10—Firebreaker Chip. 

CENTURY WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Kevin Suliva n; 1—Tony Rumble; 2—Tony Atlas; 

3—4 Moscorodo; 4—Vic Steamboat; 5—Knuckles Nekon; b—Pink Assassin; 7—King Kong Bundy” 

&—Doink the Clown; 9—Devon Storm: 10—Wohamimed Hussein, 

EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Glen Osbourne; 1—Ace Darling; 2— 

Cheetah Master; 3—Lance Diamond; 4—Viper; 5—Boogie Woogie Brown; b—Rockin' Ronnies 7— 

Reckless Youth; 8—trmageddon; 9—Billy Kidman; 10—Inferno Kid 

NORTH AMERICAN ALL-STAR WRESTLING: i Kid: I—J.C. eer 2—Doug 

Gilbert; 3—Buddy Londell: 4—Tommy Rich; 5—Farren Foxx; 6—hris Michaels: 7—Ben Jordan; 

&—Scufflin’ Hillbilly: 9—Justin St. John; 10—Motley Cruz, 

PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Cheetah Master; 1—Lance 

Diamond; 2—Ace Darling; 3—Julio Sonchez; 4—Judd the Stud; 5—Boogie Woogie Brown; 6—Pat 

Shamrock; 7—Glen Osbourne: 8—D.Z. Gillespie: 9—WMr. Ooh La Lo; 1}0—Whike Quackenbush. 

PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—ttolian Stallion; 1—Madd Maxine; 2—George 

South; 3—Rock Bottom; 4—Terry Austin; 5—Flaming Youth: 6—Chris Hamrick; 7—Cruel 

Connection Il; 8—Gladiator I: 9—Slor Ryder: 10—Masked Maniac. 

PRO WRESTLING XPRESS: Champion—T. Rontula; 1—Cody Michaels; 2—Mod Mike; 3—Lou 

Marconi; 4—Bubbo the Bulldog: 5—Scotty Blaze; 6—Brion Anthony; 7—J8. Destiny; 8—Paul 
Atlas; I—Dennis Gregory; 10—LCountry Boy Chris, 

TENNESSEE MOUNTAIN WRESTLING: Champion—Chris Powers; 1—Johnny Raynor; 2— 

Master Mayhem; 3—Hot Dog Willie: 4—Jeff Anderson; 5—Tim Reed; 6—Dr. Dan; 7—Mike Powers; 

8—The Orderly. 9—Chaos; 10—J.1, Coleminer, 

WORLD WRESTLING COUNCIL: los Colon; 1—Jungle Jim Steele; 2—Chuck 

Singer; 3—Ricky Sontana; 4—Chicky Starr: 5—Aheilla the Butcher; 6—Ram Man; 7—Ray 

Gonzalez; &—invader; 9—Pablo Marquez; 10—1o Ley. 
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Serious blows to the NWO. Many of you might have had 
the same thought come into your head while watching 
Uncensored that some us did. We’ re talking about the incident 
in which Randy Savage and Elizabeth held up a copy of the 


issue of Playboy's Nude Celebrities 
for which “Diamond” Dallas Page 
and Kimberly posed, then spray- 
painted both DDP and Kimberly. 

Were you thinking, Savage and 
Liz will pay very dearly for that? 
We were, and they did. Well, at 
least the “Macho Man” did. 

Not only has DDP scored several 
pinfall victories over Savage since 
Uncensored (including one at Spring 
Stampede) and thereby moved into 
the overall Top 10, but he has also knocked the “Macho Man” 
out of action. Savage suffered a serious ankle injury during 
their Spring Stampede match and is now getting around on 
crutches. Doctors don’t expect him to be able to compete for 
quite a while. 

Those close to the NWO say that the group had hoped 
Savage could eventually make a run at one of the secondary 
singles titles in WCW (assuming “Hollywood”? Hulk Hogan 
held on to the World belt for a while longer), but those plans 
are on hold now. Savage has dropped out of the ratings and 
might not return for some time. Meanwhile, one of Savage's 
old nemeses, Ric Flair, was just about ready to return to the 
ring at press time. Look for him to climb right back into the 
WCW ratings when he comes back and make another run at 
the World title. That’s also bad news for the NWO. 

And as if the NWO didn’t need more bad news, we didn’t 
even consider Scott Hall and Kevin Nash for the top spot in 
this month’s tag team ratings. That’s because of Hall’s myste- 
rious absence, of course. Even though he and Nash are the 
WCW World tag team champions, if they’re not wrestling, 
they don’t deserve a good slot in the ratings. 

“Stone-Cold” saga. What should we do about Steve 
Austin? More specifically, what should we do about “Stone- 
Cold” when it comes to the ratings? This much we know: He 
is probably the most dangerous man in the WWF right now 
and one of the federation’s most talented wrestlers. That's 
why we have him rated so high in the WWF Top 10 and in the 





Randy Savage 
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overall Top 10. He deserves that much. 

But here’s the tough question: Do you love him, or do you 
hate him? Or is it something in between? 

Bret Hart may have changed a lot in the last few months, 
but it doesn’t look to us like “Stone-Cold” has. If anything, he 
has become more intense and more violent since his loss to the 
“Hitman” at WrestleMania XIII. Just because Bret is now a 
rulebreaker and a member of The New Hart Foundation with 
his brother Owen and brother-in-law Davey Boy Smith, 
though, it doesn’t mean Austin is a fan favorite. It seems more 
and more fans are supporting him in his feud with Bret, but 
whether Bret knows it or not (or wants to admit it), he still has 
some fans in the U.S. who are backing him against Austin. For 
now, we’re going to keep Austin out of both our Most Hated 
and Most Popular ratings. 

Shamrock’s in. As you had probably guessed, Ken 


Shamrock had no interest in being a full-time referee in the 


WWE. He signed a multi-year deal with the WWF in 
February and waited only until April to make his debut as a 
competitor there. He beat Vernon White at a taping of WWF 
Monday Night Raw in his first match. 

So this means that in the last three years, we have seen a 
former UFC competitor (Shamrock) and four current or for- 
mer NFL players (Lawrence Taylor, Steve McMichael, 
Reggie White, and Kevin Greene) compete in either WCW 
or the WWF. NBA badboy Dennis 
Rodman is scheduled to make his 
WCW wrestling debut at July’s Bash at 
the Beach pay-per-view. Only Mc- 
Michael has proven himself to be a 
wrestler worthy of being in our ratings, 
but of course the others have yet to 
make wrestling a full-time career. 

We might have to wait a while 
before we know whether Shamrock 
will make it as a wrestler or whether 
he’s good enough to be in the WWF 
Top 10. 

That’s all for now. If you have any questions or comments 
relating to our ratings or anything you see on this page, please 
feel free to drop us a line. Write to: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 1148, Fort Washington, 
PA 19034, CI 





Steve McMichael 





id yl 


SUBSCRIBE 
RECEIVE THE PWI ALMANAC FEE! 





pay | 7 eh ate ae page, += in sr. 
7 Préesemis je 1] aie i. ir ae: aa +S i ‘ 1 és 7 " a rn ; ~*~ 
 TOESREEV AR 10 wees Ra. 
! th ber at 'T] H rc. | | ne ¥ wane ee 4 
0 \ 7 a tatistics on \ 
| a , : 1 I _ ? a ai 
= pnd g uaeit : es * z] Bs T rice 
| rp = | i 4 2 | . 4 t 2 : ? + * ia - . a: 
, ae am , ta - , ‘i heewa : e : 
i ‘ ; a AN p + 2 i : - * ge sib 7 > ‘yours : 5 ' J A : 
mh f inal f at BOOH i 4 |—Cc Ae 


OF FACTS 


Ia, ee ol ce More full-length articles than 
vaiiaeees ye any other wrestling magazine 
sees | As [teers anywhere! 
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| i) Ee | al) b i tl : - c 
, Oe NED Caan S| or three decac S) featuring sensational full-color 
SME | THE sections! 
x Pll ie ae. ¢ Iie The) eee An exclusive "Q & A” interview ; 
i\\ Ni aaa nn ee "MEST LER Be with one of wrestling’s top stars: 


a ao a t= oe > ie a @ | : le ™ in which top 
has kept fans informed | You Asked Us," | 


} about every 
\, the mat sport 
\ 4 Subscribe 
) and save u 

off 


I Become 
the Newsstand 
Price! 


Vi \ 


CET IN ON ALL THE ACTION ei 
| : ‘delivere 
Now. with two different ways to oe ee ee ee e 
OW, to your home each montn ts ea LPO ee ms 
P - cues of THE WRESTLER for p<": 
Se Ge ws | 13 ae as off the newsstand p! Nees ee 
Get 26 tssues of THE WRESTLER for wo .7= 
Bey: a 25% savings off the newsstand pr wh 


mae 
— , = 


stars answer YOUR questions! 

Cheers and jeers to these 

who deserve them most in 
“Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down"! 

“miroducing” a tlynamic 
up-and-coming young star! 

A “Spotlight photo feature on 

the career of one of the mat's 
superstars! 

On a rotating bimonthly hasis: 
"Beyond The Squared Circle, 
featuring candid photes of your | 
favorite stars, and att Brock's 
Looking Back,” in which the 
veteran reporter examines 
yesteryear s mat classics! 
All this—and much, much more!— 
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Wrestling fans raved about last year’s PWI Almanac And 
Book Of Facts. And now the second edition has been 
published, completely revised and updated. The editors 
of PW/ have put together the ultimate resource tool, 
combining a complete review of 1996 with a historical 
overview of the sport. The |96-page, digest-sized edi- 
tion includes: Complete PPV, supercard, and Clash 
results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by-year 
history of the sport ... Stats ... And much more! 


SAVE UP TO 25%!! 
(Please check one) 


(@ YES! | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED 
; {_) lam enclosing $33.85 for a |3-issue subscription—a 20% 
) savings off the newsstand price! 
| (-) Lam enclosing $63.50 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 
25% savings off the newsstand rate! 
| [] | wish to receive the 1997 PWI Wrestling Almanac as a 
bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 to cover 
postage and handling 
[_] | would like to order the !997 PWI Almanac only and have 
| enclosed $7 as payment in full 
Please indicate method of payment: 


=~ 
| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
I 
7 
The PWI Almanac sold out quickly on most newsstands 
: 
[_] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to 
| 
] 
| 
| 
3 
1 
3 
1 
. 
i 


last year, but now the second edition is yours FREE if 
you use the order form below! 


13 issues a year (that’s one every four weeks!) 
Up to 25% off the newsstand price 
Four special & including the 100-page 
“Year-End Achievement Awards” and the “PW/ 500” 
right to your home 
And, of course, The 1997 PWI Almanac And Book Of Facts 


London Publishing Co.) 
|) VISA# 


| [|] MasterCard # 

) Expiration Date: /_ 
| hig Shae MO/YR 
P'WI's award-winning staff is always where the action is, 


providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- 
able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through the 
dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent full- 
color centerfold—P WI brings you wrestling action at its 


| Signature: 
! Send to: London Publishing Co. 
P.O. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


best. PWI includes exclusive features you can’t get any- 1 NAME 

where else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” 

Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial “Off The Top | ADDRESS _ APT == 
Rope” ...An incisive “Press Conference” with one of the 

sport's top stars ... Extensive “Ratings” ... “Scouting ' CITY STATE ZIP 





Reports” ...° Time Capsules” ...And don't forget: Your 
subscription to PWI includes the spectacular |00-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.95 on the newsstand (if you 
can find it!) and every other special we produce through- 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $45.10 for 13 
issues ($67.20 airmail); $85.80 for 26 issues ($1! 30.00 airmail), International 

| money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow up to 
eight weeks before you receive your first issue.. 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling oe 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information ta & 
| you want and it’s only a phone call away. 
, If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on 
3 the road, you’ll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every os 


call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you'll be the first to learn about ... 








Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


TF This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 
*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute Canada is 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdom is £1.00. 

Kids, get your parents’ permission. 

BCM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX 4450/02-97 
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